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what happened after the last war. The ques-
tion js: Will it happen again after this
one? Many people think it will, and they
do not go hchind anybody’s back to say so,
even in wartime. It might encourage people
during the war to put forth their greatest
effort in connection with the war by promis-
ing them a new world after it, but there are
people in very high positions who attach
very little significance to that attitude of
mind and who come right ont in the open,
telling us quite clearly and plainly what
they think will be the position after the
war. One of these gentlemen is named Sir
Ernest Benn, and I am sure members of this
House have had a pamphlet addressed to
them from him and his group of indivi-
dualists, entitled, “Hard Times Ahead.”

Mr. MeDonald: He helongs to the dismal
brigade,

Mr. P, C. L. SMITH: It is very diffieult
to say at this stage whether he does or not.

Mr. Mc¢Donald: I think he does,

My, F. C. L. SMITH: One thing is eer-
tain: thet he belongs to a group of indivi-
dualists, people who think there ought to be
freedom for the individual to exploit the
rest of the community, to build up industry
and enterprise out of the huge profits that
they can make from the comnmmity if they
have absoluie freedom from interference or
regimentation on the part of a Government.
Those are the type of people that Sir Ernest
Benn represents—and he is not partienlarly
dismal, either, when all is said and done;
beceuse he does not make blind assertions
in his pamphlet without producing some
argument and some evidenee to support his
contention. Anyhow, his pamphlet shows
that the vision of a future world seen by so
many through rose-coloured glasses is not
shared by all, and the statement that I
quoted from Mr. Menzies' remarks indicates
quite plainly that it is not shared by him,
The Atlantic Charter sets out that there
has to be the fullest collaboration between
all nations in the economic fleid with the
object of sceuring for all improved lahour
standards, cconomic advancement and social
security. How can we live up te that ideal
in our present condition of divided authority
and with the restrieted powers that the cen-
tral authority now has in conncction with
the very matters that are implied in that
statement in the Atlantic Charter?

How can we reasonably hope in our ex-
isting condition of divided autherity, to have
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an experience very different from the ex-
perience that followed the last war? If all
the powers retained and at present exercised
hy the States in pence-time are still retained
by them, I =ay that they will be used by
each of the vespeetive States towards main-
taining its existing advantoges and main-
taining the existing economie inequalities be-
twern those States. So far as this State is
concerned, it can gain nothing from the re-
tention of powers that are shored equally
by all States or from the granting of pri-
vitegos that are shared equally by all States,
I look upon this eampaign that has already
begun in the BEastern States for the reten-
tion of State rights as a campaign for the
restoration and retention of profit-making
privileges secured in most of the States by
reactionary Legislative Councils. If the
Atlantie Charter is going to mean anything
to this country, its expressed intentions and
implications will have to be carried oat by
o national plan, and the national plan will
have to be Commonwealth-wide in its
character and not the product of a confer-
ence between States at whieh the represent-
atives will wrangle like delegates at a Paris
peace conference and achieve nothing, do
nothing—or do very little—to further the
objectives which arve so freely desired while
the war i3 on but which will become
secondlary, without n national plan, when
at last peace reigns onee more in interna-
tional affairs.

Progress rveported.

Houze adjourned at 1045 p.m,

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 22nd September, 1943.
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QUESTION—FARMERS’ DEBTS
ADJUSTMENT ACT.

As to Recsivers and Funds,

Hon. E. H, H. HALL asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, How many persons are at pre-
sent holding appointments as receivery under
the Farmers’ Debts Adjustmenf Aect? 2,
‘How many are officers of the Agricultural
Bank? 3, How many are not officers of the
Agricultural Bankf? 4. What are the total
funds handled by all receivers up fo the
30th June, 1943%

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Three. 2, None. 3, Three. 4, Information
not available.

BILL—ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[437]): This is a war-time measure, and it
bas the laudable intention of providing
means whereby members of the Fighting
Forces will be able to exercise a vote at the
fortheoming State election. Every member
of the House will agree with me when 1
say it is our duty to provide the machinery
by which the members of the Armed Forces
will be able to exercise the great preroga-
tive of recording their votes. This meusure
stipulates that qualified members of the
Forces shall be entitled to vote for the dis-
tricts in which they resided immediately
prior to enlistment. All members of the
Navy, the Army and the Air Force will be
so entitled. The measure is restrieted in its
operations to that portion of the South-
West Pacific zone as may be proclaimed
from time to time, The effect of that will
be that members of the Forces who happen
to be in England, America, Canada or
such other places will, unfortunately, be
precluded from voting. I assume that the
great delay thai would be involved in tak-
ing votes from those men does not warrant
their being ipeluded. We must agree that
the reason is quite sound.

Hon. J. Cornell: You will find when the
vote is token that thousands of men will
have left Western Australia and are out-
side of that area. ’

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: I do not know
anything about that. The measure is very
gimilar to the provisions that operated in
the recent Federn] clections. One vital dif-
ference is that this Bill proposes to extend
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the franchise to all qualiied members of
the Forees who are on active service. This
means that all members of the Forces, irre-
spective of age, will be entitled to vote pro-
vided they are on active service. In the
recent Federal elections, only those members
of the Forces of the age of 18 and outside
the three-mile limit were entitled to vote, 1
see no reason why this House should not
pass the Bill ag it stands. It is a war-time
measure, and we should not deprive the
members of the Foreces who happen to be
within Australia of privileges which we are
going to give to members of the Forces who
bappen to be in New Guinea.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have you studied the
Bill at all¥

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes.
hon. membey any further question?

Hon, C. F. Baxter: That is a peculiar
statement for a legal man to make.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Several objee-
tions have been raised to the Bill. Mr.
Baxter cvidently thinks it so involved as to
necessitate its being referred to a Select
Committee. I hope tbat not many members
will agree with his proposal. In suggest-
ing that course, I do not think Mr, Baxter
was very sincere.

Hou. C. F. Baxter: You have no right to
say that. Mr, President, I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will withdraw.

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I withdraw. I
was a misunderstanding—

The PRESIDENT : Do I understand thas
the hon, member unreservedly withdraws
the statement?

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: Yes. I intended
to convey my opinion that every member
of this House will regard the measure as
a simple one, and will not find any valid
reason for ocecupying time by submitting
it to a Select Committee. There is room
for a difference of opinion on the question
of the age of 18. Some members seem to
think that the statement, ‘‘A young man
who is old enough to fight is old enough to
vote” is a catch-cry devoid of merit or
virtne. I differ from that opinion.

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: Would you
give a vote also to the aborigines in the
ALF.?

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I cannot see any
analogy between giving a vote to an abori-
ginal and to a white Australian. They are

Has the
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two different classes of people. That argu-
ment is without merit.

Hon. J. Cornell: Both of them can be
soldiers.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: We do not give
aborigines a vote in normal times.

Hon. . B. Wood: In normal times we
do not give a vote to children, either.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is on
bad ground.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I subscribe to
the view thal if a young man or woman is
accepted us being of adequate age to
fight——m

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do the women fight?

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: —he or she is
entitled to exercise the prerogative of vot-
ing on the question of who shall govern
them. When a young man enlists, he
assumes the obligations of manhood.
One speaker contended that these young
men know nothing about polities and little
of anything else. I think it was Mr. Wood
who made that statement. Few members
will agree with him. A young man on
enlisting assumes the obligations of man-
hood, and I consider he is quite entitled
to vote. I cannot see any argument against
reducing the general age, and I believe the
time will come when we shall get away
from the age of 21 and make it 18. In
these days a young man is better edueated
and better able to fulfil the obligations of
manhood at the age of 18 than one of that
age was 40 or 50 years ago.

Hon. J. Cornell: He would not have had
a vote at all 40 or 50 years ago.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I join with Mr.
Cornell in regretting that members of the
merchant navy service are not included. In
a measure of this sort, however, provision
cannot be made for everybody, and I do
not think any great harm will be done by
omitting those men. I do not suppose
there would he many of them, and cer-
tainly it would be very difficult to locate
them and take their votes.

Hon. A. Thomson: Where is provision
made to include meémbers of the Navy?

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: In the definition
clause—*‘member of the Forces’’ means a
person who is or has been a member of the
Defence Force of the Commonwealth and
who is or has been on active service during
the present war. That covers members of
the Army, Navy and Air Force.
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Hon. J. Cornell: Provided they are in
the South Western Pacific zone.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes,

Hon. J. Corneil: Men outside of that
zone are not included.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I regret that we
cannot give a vote to the boys who are in
England and the United States of Ame-
rica, but I understand it would take four
or five months to do so. That would involve
almost insurmountable difficulties. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West): I
listened with a great deal of interest to the
varying views expressed by members on
this Bill, but am unable to understand how
some of them can reconcile their statements.
For instance, we were told that any mem-
ber of the Forces—man or woman—who
has reached the age of 18 years has assumed
the duties of adult citizenship and for that
reason should be accorded a vote at the
fortheoming eleetion. I shall not labour
that point mor shall I guestion it, but I
say it is wrong to suggest that a person
who is in Australia, or within the A.LF.
zone to the north of Australia, shounld be
recognised as an adult citizen while people
engaged in the merchant service should not
be so recognised. I understand that the
main reason advanced why people outside
the area mentioned are not included is that
too much time would be entailed in securing
their votes and having them counted. There
is another means of solving this problem.
I understand New Zealand bas extended the
franchise to all the members of its Forees
over the age of 18 years, irrespective of
where they are situated. Surely, this State
ecan do what New Zealand has done, T
point out also that the month when in the
ordinary course of events the election for
another place will take place is Mareh
next, and consequently there is ample time
between now and March to collect and count
the votes of those entitled to vote, no matter
where they may be sitnated. In my opin-
ion, a pood ease has not been made out for
this eireumscribed vote.

Another ‘point, raised by Mr. Cornell,
with regard to the nominal roll is an ex-
cellent idea and I think it would consider-
ably simplify the proceedings. I am not
going to argue statements concerning a girl
typist who bas just turned the age of 18
years heing looked upon as serving in the

" fighting line or in the battle area; that is
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beside the question, But those working in
munition faetories or in essentia] Govern-
ment departments should have this privi-
lege extended to them. Take the Railway
Department. Young men are working there,
I understand, 12-hour shifts and have been
doing so for many a long day. Are they
not engaged in an essential serviee and do-
ing work of the highest value?

Hon. J. Cornell: They are doing work
more essential than that done by many per-
sons in uniform,

Hon, W. J. MAXNN:; The Department of
Supply and Shipping comes to my mind.
Young men and young women are en-
goged by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in that department and are doing
war work, but they are not to be con-
sidered in this matter. The whole mea-
sure bristles with peculiar features that
are anomalous. The idea that a Select
Committee should be appointed is =2
good one. Such a committee might very
well assist the Government to a great extent
by making recommendations to improve the
machinery for taking these votes. I would
he the last to suggest that young men in
the baltle areas who ave facing death almost
daily should be denied the right to vote,
should they desire it. I recall that some
two years ago we had beforc us two Bills
to prolong the life of Parliament, but I have
no recollection of hearing on those ocea-
sions that the franchise should be extended
to the people to whom it is now proposed
to give it in the event of those Bills being
defeated. In saying this, I am not speak-
ing of this Chamber but of another place.
I suggest that this move has been brought
sbout by the action of the Commonwealth
Qovernment in introducing legislation on
similar lines, We can well afford to pro-
cceed slowly in this matter. All members
wha have spoken agree that it is vital for
those who are fighting for the common good
to have cvery possible faeility extended to
them. They should be recognised as citizens
worthy of every econsideration, I shall
vote for the second reading and shall also
support the motion for a Select Committee,
if it is moved.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East): T
gather from the vemarks of some members
that they regard this as quite a simple
mensure, although I must confess that tu
me it presents a very diffienlt problem. This
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picce of legislation should be so drafted as
to extend the vote to members of the Forces
and at the same time maintain the secrecy
of the ballot, if the election is to be eon-
ducted 8s it should be. I am sure every
member of this Chamber has the best will
possible towards the men to whom the fran-
chisc is proposed to he extended; we all want
to do something to assist them. Were it
otherwise, Mr. Cornell’s devastating eriticism
of this BRill, as well as the problems which
he twstanced will have to be faced, would
have effectually disposed of and kilted
the Bill stone-dead. The difficulties that
amongst others present themselves to my
mind are how the returning officers, who-
ever they may be, are going to distinguish
between the soldiers who come along to vote,
as to whether they are qualified to record a
vote, and whether they are even Western
Australians. T understand that many of our
units are very much mixed up with the per-
sonnel from various other States. I know
of one Western Australian unit that was
very much below strength, and was pro-
vided with reinforcements from Queensland
and New South Wales, but it is generally
regarded as g Western Australian unit.
How would the officer presiding decide which
of those men were qualified to votet The
men would not have their attestation papers
with them. They would have to be pro-
vided with a form of nominal rolt, which
could not be up-to-date if the unit was in
an area where active fighting operations
were going on, owing to casualties, evacua-
tions and other reasons,

We might bave the position where some
soldier would prevail upon cobbers of his
from New South Wales or Queensland to go
with him and cast their votes also. I do not
see anything to prevent that. No responsi-
bility appears to be put upon these officers.
The Commonwealth Government is prepared
to assist, but what supervision would there
be, what obligation would there be on the
officers to see that the election in those areas
was properly conducted? If in all these
cirenmstances the election in those areas
was not properly conducted, or the methods
adopted were unsatisfuctory, I cannot see
the Defence Department taking any dis-
ciplinory action against the officers eon-
cerned, if they belong to units that are in
actual lighting operations. More especially
is that likely to be so because this is to be
an election for the State Parliament, and
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the Commonwealth Government is, so far as
1 know, made up of gentlemen who would
prefer to see State Parliaments altogether
eliminated. The Bill does not provide ade-
quate safeguards against this sort of thing.
Mr, Baxter’s proposal for the appointment
of a Select Committee, so that the measure
may be gone into exhaustively and provision
made to deal with dangers of that kind and
other kinds which have been mentioned, is
appropridte.

Hon. J. Cornell: There is another con-
tingeney, namely the diversion of troops
from here to Ceylon and India.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Anyone who had
experience of soldiering in the last war will
know how little interest is taken by the
majority of the men concerned in this sort
of thing, and how loath the commanding
officers are to have their training or active
operations interfered with by such a thing
as an election. It must be obvious to them
that the greatest difficulty will be experienced
in having an election conducted in the case
of servicemen on anything Jike proper lines.
I am not clear as to who the returning offi-
cers will be or what their number will be.
Will they be appointed for each battalion
to which reinforcements have been sent
from Western Australia? In some batin-
lions n few Western Australian soldiers
have been enrolled, and in others there are
a great many from this State. Several of
the divisional and corps units, sneh as the
artillery and Army Service Corps, are made
up of men from all parts of Australia.

Hon. J. Cornell: From every State,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Western Austra-
lians will be found in most or all of them
io a greater or lesser degree. YWhat provi-
sion will be made for the appointment of
returning officers and for some control and
supervision? So far as the Bill goes, I see
very little provision for that sort of thing.
Unless a Select Committee is appointed to
produce a Biil that will be much more effec-
tive than this one, the clection as regards
many of the services involved will be far-
cical, even if it does not degencrate into
something even worse. There may be some
people interssted enough to endeavour to
achieve’ results which would not be possible
under the Electoral Aet. This is a differ-
cnt proposition from the Federal elections,
for one reason in particular, namely, that
the Commonwealth Government is in charge
of the Army, all the officers are called upon
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automatically to carry out instructions, and
disciplinary action can be taken where there
is any dereliction of duty. It would, there-
fore, be the duty of such officers to condunot
the elections as laid down by their super-
1018,

In a State election we cannot hope to
achieve that ideal, though I understand the
Commonwealth Government is prepared to
assist to some extent. That Government,
however, is averse to taking such action as
it found necessary in connection with the
elections on the 21st August. With respect
to conferring the vote upon all and sundry
in the Forees, upon people under the age of
21, that proposal meets with my oppositien.
I am averse to any reduction in age that will
qualify people to vote at an election, even
as civilians. Under the National Security
Regulations all members of the Military
Forces in Australia are deemed to be on
active serviee. I refer to the regulation
published in the Commonwealth “Gazette” on
the 15th April, 1942. As this Bill pur-
ports to give a vote to all people below the
age of 21 who are on active service, it
means that it will apply to everyone whe
is on military service in Australia. In faet,
the measure is so far-reaching in that re-
spect that one wonders what it will not em-
brace. It will apply to members of the
V.D.C. who are under the age of 21, be-
canse they form a portion of the Military
Forces of the Commonwealth, In that or-
ganisation there are lads who have never
left home or given up their jobs, though
they have devoted some time to prepara-
tions for the defence of the country if it
is invaded. Then there are the girls, who
also will be included.

There are numbers of young fellows in
sedentary ocecupations who are in uniform,
but who possibly in some instances, because
they are medically unfit for front-line ser-
viee, will never see active fighting. They
are nothing else but civilians in unifornr
on the Government payroll, and will never
see an angry man if the war lasts for 20
years. I see no reason why the franchise
should he extended to such people when it
is not extended to others in essential oceu-
pations. Perhaps one of the knottiest pro-
blems hefore us in connection with this
question is how to provide for men under
21 who are actually oversea and serving in
a theatre of war. There cannot be many of
them, becanse the Minister for the Army
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has given an assurance that lads of 18 or
19 would pot be sent away for front-line
service. There will, however, be some who
have put their ages forward and some who
probably got away before that decision was
arrived at. Rather than have the Bill in its
preseni form giving a vote to all these
people, T shail be prepaved to face the pros-
pect, little as I would like to do it, of de-
leting all provisions coneerning people un-
der the age of 21. I would, however, pre-
fer that all those who are serving oversea
in any theatre of war should be given the
vote, regardless of age.

The more I consider this measure, the
more I feel that it justifies reference to a
Seleet Committee. I have difficulty in see-
ing, becanse of the manner in which it is
framed, that any general control ean be
exercised, or how the problems I have
enumereted and those which have been re-
ferred to by various speakers can be over-
come; how, in the circumstanees, the loss
of a ballot-box can be avoided or the tamp-
ering with a ballot-box can be safe-guarded
against. There is also the position in which
this Parliament may fnd itself rogarding
the regulations that will have to be made.
True, this House can disallow regulations,
but when it does so and they are re-intro-
duced, it is possible we will not have time
to disallow them again before Parliament
iz dissolved preparatory to en election. I
think it is in the best interests of all con-
cerned that we should give very material
consideration to these proposals, and 1 see
no better way to do so than to refer the
Bill to a Seleci Committer.

HON. F. E. GIBSON (Meiropolitan-
‘Suburban) : I should like briefly to define
my attitude on this measure. I intend to
support the second reading in the hope that
radienl amendments may be made in Com-
mittee. Every effort should be put forth
to enable those men and women who are
fighting our battles in combat areas to
tecord their votes. I have, however, an oh-
jection to giving the vote to everyone who
happens to be in uniform and over the age
of 18. It has been suggested that if a per-
son is old enough to fight he is old enough
to vote, and to a certain extent T would
subseribe to that principle, if one could
define fighting in the ordinary way, as we
know it. T admit that many of the terms
used in the measure are diffieult to under-
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stand. I always imagined that active ser-
vice was one where people were engaged in
the fighting line. I cannot imagine that a
girl who is wearing a uniform and pouring
out afternoon tea in a mess in Albany can
be regarded as being on active service or
engaged in fighting. )

I should like to make some comparison
with that organisation with which most of
us are associated, namely, the A R.P. That
body came into existence at the outbreak of
war, and when Japan entered into the con-
fliet its activities were 'greatly extended.
Many hundreds of young men and women in
the metropolitan area have given hours of
their time in a voluntary eapacity to pre.
pare themselves to undertake work that will
be essentiel should the enemy ever attack
our shores. Fortunately that has not hap-
pened to us. These young people who are
under 21 years of age are not in uniform.
They wear a badge. They are not paid for
their serviees. If o girl who, although in
uniform, may merely bhe doing a bit of
typing or working in the Air Force offices
is entitled to a vote, then these A.R.P.
workers are entitled to a mueh greater ex-
tent to exercise the franchise.

I am prepared to admit that the Govern-
ment might be agreeable to giving the young
ARP. workers the right to vote, but T am
opposed fo that because they are not doing
work in a war zone. I frust something can
be done to enable men and women who are
doing the actual fighting for us to record
their votes. As to the difficulties associated
with implementing such a scheme, I leave
that phase to the electoral officers, for I do
not know much about it. T am sincerely
hopeful that every effort will be made to
give the vote to those who should be entitled
to exercise the franchise, but to restrict the
privilege to them and not to extend it to
others whom I do not regard as entitled to
the concession.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.18] in
moving the second reading snid: Members
will recognise in this Bill proposals which
were submitted during last session providing
for the compulsory retirement on a pen-
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gion of coalminers at 60 years of age,
and for the retirement on a pension
of those coalminers who, in certain cir-
cumstances, become incapacitated whilst
employed in the coalmining industry.
The provisions of the Bill are substan-
tially the same as those of its predecessor,
but eertain alterations have been made
which it is hoped will now make the legis-
lation aceeptable to Parliament. It will be
recalled that many of the principles
of the previous Bill were approved by
this House, but that it was finally lost
beeanse of the failure of managers of both
Houses to agree on two proposals, namely,
the inclusion of surface workers in the
peusions scheme, and the financial arrange-
ments by which the contributions were to
be made by coalmining companies. Before
that stage had been reached, much argu-
ment had ensued on the merits and de-
merits of the two proposals te which I
refer, and members will reeall the pro-
longed debates on the relevant elauses
when the Bill was in Committee. However,
the appointed managers could not eome to
any agreement, and the Bill was dropped.

In the intervening period hetween this
and last session, the Government has had an
opportunity further to consider the pro-
posal of granting pension henefits to com-
pulsorily vetired coalminers. All the argu-
ments for and against the previous Bill
have had eareful consideration, with the
result that it has been decided to bring
another measure forward. The Govern-
ment makes no apology for so doimg. It
has long been convinced that there is every
justification for the claim of the Collie
miners for a pensions scheme; the more so
when it is borne in mind that coalminers
in other States are already participating
in  the benefits of such a scheme.
New Routh Wales, Queensland and Vie-
toria have recognised the principle of the
compulsory retirement of coalminers and
the payment of a pension by the passing
of the necessary legislation.

Having in mind that the previons mea-
sure was before members only five months
agzo, I do not propose at this stage to deal
with all the elawses in the Bill, but to
cover only its most important phases. The
measnre has been divided into five parts,
and in the event of its provisions becom-
ing law, Parts 1 and 5 dealing with the
preliminary contents and miscellaneous

[24]
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provisions will come into operation imme-
diately. Parts 2, 3 and 4 deal with the
compulsory retirement of mine workers at
60 years of age and the pensions payable;
the establishment of a pensions tribunal
to administer the fund and generally
manage the whole pensions scheme, and the
establishment of a fund to be known as
the Coal Mine Workers’ Pensions Fund,
and the contributions to . These por-
tions will come into force by proclamation.

The definition of ‘‘mine worker’’ as con-
tnined in the previous Bill has been re-
tained in this measure. In the definition
it is provided that a ‘‘mine worker”’
means—

(a) a person who is employed (whether
underground or above ground) in or about a
coal mine in the State by the owner of the
mine;

(b) a person who was at any time after the
thirty-first day of December, 1937, engaged in
the ecoal industry in this State;

{¢) a person who has at any time after the
31st day of December, 1937, and before the
commencement of this Aet become perman-
ently incapacitated by injury by an aceident
which happened to him while he was em.
ployed in or about a coal mine in this State
and which entitled him to compensation in
accordance with the provisions of the Workers’
Compensation Aect, 1912-41;

(d) a person who ie employed by the owner
of a coal mine in this State and who in the
course of such employment is principally en-
gaged in the transport of coal from the mine
to the point of delivery by the owner; and for
the purposes of this paragraph ‘‘point of de-
livery’' means the place at which coal is de-
lirered by the owner of the mine to a railway
for transportation;

(e) a check weigher or miner’s check in-
spector;

(f) a workmen’s inspector appointed under
the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation
Act, 1902-40;

(a) an elected official of an industrial or
trade union of emplayees, or of an gssociation
of employees tegistered as an organisation
under the Commonwealth Coneciliation and Ar-
bitration Aect, 1904-34, or under the State In-
dustrial Arbitration Act, 1912-41,

It will be noted that surface workers are
included in the definition. It is consid-
ered that the surface worker is as essen-
tial to the carrying on of the coal mining
industry as are those working under-
ground. Furthermore, the big majority of
surface workers have worked for con-
siderable periods underground prior to
heing placed in employment on the surface.
Many surface workers have heen trans-
ferred from underground to the surface
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because of increasing age or other reasons,
such as injuries rendering men unfit for
further work underground. To differen-
tiate between workers in the industry by
providing pensions for one &ection and
excluding others is unfair as well as un-
desirable. Embarrassment would be in-
herent in any such proposal. In any case,
the pensions scheme will be on a contri-
butory basis, and any man covered by it
will be required to make a contribution to
the fund from which the pensions scheme
is to be financed.

All those covered by the definition of
‘“mine worker'’ are essential in the pro-
duction of coal and should therefore share
in the proposals for a penston scheme, In
respeet o a union oflicial, about which the
query was previously raised as to the
reason for his inclusion in sueh a Bill, simi-
lar provisions exist in the pension schemes
approved of by statutes in New South
Wales, Queensland and Vietoria. Such an
official’'s contrihution to the scheme, as is
provided for in this Bill, is on a basis dif-
ferent from that applying to the other
contributions, He will eontribute at the
same rate as n mine worker, buf the bal-
ance of the contribution will be paid by
the union.

Under the provisions of the Bill the em-
ployment of a mine worker over the age
of 80 years is prohibited. It iz provided
that mine workers over that age must be
retired, and those who are over age at the
time the Aet comes into foree musi cease
activities within three months of its com-
mencement.  Persons over the age of 60
who are not emploved in a mine at the
commencement of the Act camnnot obtain
cmployment in & mine thereafter. The tri-
bunal to be set up under the Bill has
power to suspend the operations of the
relevant eclanse in  this connection. In
other words, it would have the right to
say that mine workers over the age of 60
ean eontinue in the industry or he engaged
for the first time in it.

The compulsory provision in the Bill for
the retirement of men at 60 years of age
will not be put inte effect during the war.
Members will veadily appreciate that it has
been very diffien]t during the war, and par-
ticularly in recent months, to produce suf-
ficient eoal at Collie to enable the essential
requirements of the State {o be fully met.
This has been largely duc to the faet that

(COUNCIL.]

most of the younger men from the Collie
mines enlisted in one or other of the Fight-
ing Services in the early period of the war.
Coal production today is, therefore, depend-
ent upon the efforts of the older men, some
of whom are over 60 years of age. Some
are over 70. It would therefore be unwise
compulsorily to retire men over that age
until the younger men have returned from
the war and are again available for em-
ployment in the industry.

This Bill, by providing for the compul-
sory retirement on pension of miners upon
reaching 60 years of age, will beyond ques-
tion cnsure certain employment in the in-
dustry for the young men when they come
back from the war. It sets out that the
pensions tribunal shall consist of three
members, One will be nominated by the
Government and will be the ehairman. The
second member will be appointed on the
nomination of the mine workers, and the
third on the nomination of the coalmine
owners. As soon as practicable after its
appointment, the tribunal will be required to
estimate the amount of income needed to
finance the pensions scheme from year to
year. This will mean estimating the amount
of income needed to finance the pensions
scheme from year to year. This will mean
estimating the amount required to meet
eurrent pension payments, administration
costs, and—most important of all—the as-
tablishment and maintenance of a reserve
fund to be known as the “Coal Mine Work-
ors’ Pensions Fund,” which is to be kept at
the Treasury. The tribunal will also have
the responsibility of deeiding what contri-
hutions are to be paid to the fund by the
various contributing parties—unamely the
Government, the mineowners and the work-
ers.

The Bill provides that the Government's
confribution shall be equal to one quarter
of the total amount required for the first
vear, or the sum of £2,000, whichever is the
smaller amount. In the suceceding years
the Government will ke required to pay
one quarter of the total amount, with a
maximum of £2,500 in the second year,
€3,000 in the third vear, £3,500 in the
fourth year, £4,000 in the fifth year, and
EL500 in the sixth year and all suceeed-
ing years, whilst the companies will be
called upon to find two-thirds of the bal-
ance required, and the workers will have to
contribute one-third of that balance.
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By the previous Bill the companies were
to be called upon to meet out of their own
profits 50 per cent, of their total contribu-
tion to the scheme; the balance of their con-
tribution was te be passed on by inereasing
the price of ecoal. The companies were also
enabled to finance contributions to the fund
from profits out of dividends which might
be due to preference sharehelders, and no
maximum was sct regarding the proportion
of the ecompanies’ contribution to be met
{rom profits. This Bill alters that principle
to the extent of providing a maximum of
2d. per ton to be paid by the companies
from their own profits. That will be the
limit they will be catled upon to pay from
profits, Furthermore, this Bill does not com-
pel the companies to obtain their payment
from profits from any particular source or
direction. The companies have absolate dis-
cretion in this regard.

Special provisions arve contained in the
Bill for the caleculation of periods of em-
ployment. Any mine worker who is absent
from the State or from his employment upon
war service, as defined in the Commenwealth
Defence Aet, or opon any kind of work in
connection with the present war, shall he
deemed to have been continuously resideni
in the State and to have.been employed in
or about 2 coal mine during the period of
his absence, and during such ahsence a mine
worker will not be required to contribule
to the fund. Award holidays, annual leave,
sickness or accident do not break the con-
tinnity of residence or employment. Even
short ahsences from the State do not affeet
the workers’ rights in this connection as
long as the total period of absences does not
cxceed one-tenth of the total period of resi-
dence.

Dealing with pensions, the Bill provides
that a mine worker in employment when the
relevant part of the Act commences or when
he becomes 60 years of age, whichever is
tke later, or who is not employed when the
part eommences but was so employed dur-
ing the 12 months prior thereto and worked
for at least 60 days as a mine worker, is
entitled upon retirement to a pension of
£2 per week, provided, of course, that the
residential and working qualifications as set
out in the Bill are complied with, The
maximum rate of pensions to be paid per
week to any retired miners will be £2,

There is a proposal in the Bill whieh pro-
vides for o pension of £2 per week in the
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case of mine workers permanently incapaci-
tated. A rate of 30s. per week is provided
for certain other classes of workers. A pen-
sion rate is provided for a wife of 25s. per
week, and one of 8s. 6d. per weck for every
dependent child under 16 years of age.
The maximum amount klaimable by any
one pensioner on behalf of himself, his wife
and children is fixed at £ 10s. 6d. per week.
In the event of the retired miner dying, the
pension of his widow will be 30s. a week,
Provisions are contained in the Bill which
in operation will reduca the amount of pen-
viou any one family can receive from the
fund. For inslance, income regeived by a
fomily hy way of old age or invalic pen-
siont, child endowment, widows pension, or
from workers’ compensation sources, or
from other sources specifically set out in
the Bill, is to be deduetable from the amount
of pension to be received from the fund.
It will be recalled that when the previous
Bill was in this Chamber, provision was
made by way of an amendment to give the
tribunal power to reduce pensions payable
from the fund for the purpose of enabling
each pensioncr, when eligible, to draw the
full amount of either the old age or the
invalid pension. The same provision exists
in this Bill. Provision has alse been made
whereby this State ean enter into reciprocal
arrangements with other States where simi-
lar pension schemes are in operation.
It will be agreed, I hope, that these reci-
procal arrangements are desirable in the in-
terests of workers in a particular industry.

The Bill contains many other provisions,
most of which are of a machinery charaeter.
They deal with guestions such as the ex-
amination of accounts each year and their
presentation to Parlinment, and the actua-
rial investigations which will have to he
carried out at least once in every three
years by the Government Actuary, who is
moreover given diseretionary power to
makeé more frequent actuarial investigations
if he considers them to be necessary. )

Those remarks, I think, cover the main
provisions in the Bill. Members should have
& good knowledge of its proposals, which, as
I stated at the outset, are substantially
the same as those of the Bill submitted
last session. If any further information is
desired, then T will be only too pleased to
supply it when the Bill is in Committee. I
commend the measure to the House, in the
hope that this State will make a substan-



650

tial step forward in smocial welfare this
year by providing a pensions scheme for
the coalminers, so bringing this State into
line with Queensland, New South Wales
and Vietoria, in which States pension
schemes are now operating. 1 hope mem-
bers will agree that Western Australian
coalminers in regard to pensions are {o be
treated in the same way as coalminers in all
other parts of Australia.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Treated differ-
etly from everybody else, from all other
workers !

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. There
are other workers than coalminers receiv-
ing pensions. The essential point of dif-
ference between this Bill and the previous
measure is that the contribution of the mine-
owners will not erceed 2d. per ton, and
that any additional contribution required
will be met by an increase in the price of
eoal. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate

adjourned.

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER. [5.42] in
moving the second reading said: This
measure is intended to frustrate the efforts
on the part of unscrupulous persons to
evade the provisions of the Town Planning
Act. The Bill proposes to amend Sections
21 and 25 of the Town Planning and
Development Aect, 1928, which is an Aet
relating to the planning and development
of land for urban, suburban and rural pur-
poses. The Act provides that pno plan of
subdivision or diagram of survey shall be
registered in the Titles Office until the
plan has been approved by the Town Plan-
ning Board. and that no persons shall sub-
divide or sell land as lots until the plan
has been approved by the board. It alse
provides that no transfer or conveyance
or mortgage of any area of land contain-
ing less than half an acre shall be regis-
tered in the Titles Office until it has been
approved by the board. In every case a
board decision is subject to the right of
appeal to the Minister. It will be noted
that leases are not included in these pro-
visions.

[COUNCIL.]

In the last ten years the Town Planning
Board has refused many applications to
re-subdivide lands in unduly small parcels,
more especially in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
and in the city of Perth. It has done this
to prevent the re-subdivision of land into
areas too small reasonably to accommodate
u dwelling, whereby slum conditions could
be established. That action has been
taken in the interest of all sections of the
ecommunity. The prevention of slum econ-
ditions is one of the main functions of the
Town Planning Board. However, certain
people have found a loophole in the Aect
by which they are registering in the Titles
Office leases of small areas of land for 99
and 999 years, thereby establishing sub-
divisions in faet, which subdivisions
would not be approved by the Town Plan-
ning Board had the proposition been sub-
mitted on a freehold basis, If the prac-
tice becomes general, and indeed it is in-
creasing, then the whole of the relevant
sections of the Aet can be evaded by
those seeking to do so.

By this Bill, therefore, it is proposed to
rectify the situation by bringing leases of
land comprising less than half an acre for
any term exceeding 21 years, under the
jurisdiction of the Town Planning Board,
to the same extent as now prescribed in
regard to transfers, conveyances and mort-
gages. Any person aggrieved at a deci-
sion of the woard will have the right of
appeal to the Minister. No attempt is
being made to control leases below a term
of 21 years, It is emphasised that the pro-
posal is that all leases exceeding 21 years
shall be subject to the approval of the
board. It is considered that the controt-
ling of leases under that term might in-
flict a certain amount of hardship in cer-
tain instances, and might also embarrass
normal business fransactions.

I am sure that members who in 1928
decided to eliminate from the measure
what was then considered unnecessary, will
now support this proposal because of the
opportunity which is being taken by
a small but unscrupnlous section of the
community to avoid the provisions of the
Act and thereby destroy altogether the
effect and purpose of town planning legis-
lation. This matter was brought before
the Town Planning Commissiorer in the
first instance by the Registrar of Titles,
who noticed that these leases were going
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through. I am sure that all members will
realise the necessity for preventing such
action by unscrupulous persoms. By pass-
ing this legislation we will debar people
from making use of land in such a way as
to ereate slum conditions.

Hon, A. Thomson: Does this Bill apply
to business premises as well?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
to houses. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W, Parker,
debate adjourned.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.49]: T think we are all indebted to Dr.
Hislop for the illuminating information he
supplied to us concerning the distribution
of the money raised by the Lotteries Com-
mission. Some of his remarks seem to in-
dicate that it is time an overbaul of the
general administration of hospitals was
undertaken. T confess that he rather startled
me when he stated that Dr, Atkinson, upon
whom we look as heing the prineipal medical
officer of the State, has np control over or
say in the administration of hospitals.

The Chief Secretary: You did not assume
that that was correet? That is the kind of
information for which you e¢an thank the
hon. member!

Hon. A. THOMSON: It was certainly
news to me. The Lotteries Commission has
performed a very useful function in Western
Australia. While I respect the views of
those members who would like to see the
Lotteries Commission put out of existence,
I consider it would be & foolish aet on the
part of this House to defeat the measure.
Possibly I am one of those members who
think that the metropolitan area is receiv-
ing undue preference in regard to the
amount of money provided for the Perth
Hospital, but I am not going to move for
the appointment of a Select Committee, be-
cause such action tends to be regarded as
an attempt to delay the transaction of husi-
ness. But it is possible that the appoint-
ment of a Selee} Committee, during the next
session of Parliament, might achieve the re-
sult Dr. Hislop seems to have in mind.
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Certainly he knows a great deal more from
the professional point of view than does the
ordinary layman.

There appear to be great disabilities in
many country areas in eonnection with ade.
quate medical attention. From the balance
sheet submitted to the House, however, it
can be seen that country hospitals as a
whole, and infant health.centres and similar
movements have derived very considerable
benefit from money which has been received
from the Lotteries Commisison and which
otherwise would have gone to waste. I was
in another place when this measure was
first introduced and, for guite a number of
vears, I have been pointing to the wonder-
ful benefits derived by Queensland from its
Golden Casket lotteries. I have also, in the
past, drawn attention to the enormous
amount of money which goes to Tasmania
week after week and month afler month.
Much of that money came from this State
which, therefore, did not derive any benefit
except when people were fortunate enough
to ohtain prizes. The appointment of the
Lotteries Commission has led to the pro-
vision of a considerable sum of money for
varipus organisations, and the Government
has benefited from the amount so provided
for the Perth Hospital.

One of the grievances I have always had,
and whieh I have frequently voiced in this
House and in another place, is that the
metropolitan area is always treated very
much more generously than are country
aress. I know the experience of my own
home town. Years ago we had a hospital
which had outlived its usefulness and it had
become necessary for us to march with the
times, Unfortunately, the Lotteries Com-
mission was not then in existence and in
order {o obtain & new hospital—a hospital
which is new in existence and of which
we are very proud—the Katanning Road
Board had to agree to provide half
the cost, the Government providing the
balance. Dr. Hislop refreshed my memory
asx to what happened. It was not the pre-
sent Administration that benefited from the
hospital tax. Prior to the inanguration of
that tax the State Government had to pro-
vide a certain sum each year for the general
administration of our public hospitals.
Most of us who voted for the imposition of
the hospital tax did so under the impression
that we were providing additional money
for the construction and general adminis-
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tration of hospitals. It certainly caused us
some amazement when the then Government
proeceded to benefit from the tax by not
providing on the Estimates anything for
the administration of hospitals.

1 hope that those members who are op-
posed to the lotteries as a whole will not
be successful in their attempt to have the
second reading of this measure defeated. If
the Lotteries Commission is abolished, gam-
bling will nat disappear. All that will hap-
pen will be that the lolteries in the Eastern
States will be euriched. While some people
look on lotteries as an evil, it has to be
recognised that the gambling spirit is pre-
valent in Australia and we would be very
foolish to take the risk of losing the funds
that eome to us from this sourece. I have
not had much personal experience of the
commissioners, but every reasonable request
that has been submitted to those gentlemen
has received favourable consideration. After
all, they are governed by the Aect which
definitely lays down the charitable purposes
for whieh it is desived to raise funds by
lottevies. Dr. Hislop mentioned that two
hospitals had reecived a sum of £300 for the
establishment of free wards.

The Honorary Minister: There i1s no free
ward in the State.

Hon, A, THOMSON : That is true enough.
If one has been a patient in a Gov-
ernment  hospital, one is presented with
a bill on leaving the institution. If he is
not in a position to pay the full amount,
& collector in his particular distriet will enll
on him week by week to see that he pays
what he can. In fairness, however, I should
say that if it can be proved that a man is
not in as financial a position as he would like
to be, favourable consideration is given to
a reduction being made in the amount
charged. I support the second reading of
the Bill but I suggest to Dr. Hislop that
when the new Parliament assembles he
might consider asking, at an early stage, for
a Seleet Committee to inquire into and make
proposals for the better administration of
the funds raised by the Commission. Ha
might then accomplish his purpose. I have
no complaints against the Commission and
intend to support the Bill

HON. F. E. GIBSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban): It is my intention to support
the second reading of the Bill because fail-
ure to pass the meansure would be fraught

[COUNCIL.]

with serious consequences to the charitable
institutions and the hospitals of the State.
I think that most members will reeall that
the Lotteries Commission was created as a
result of Government dissatisfaction with
the conduct of crossword puzzles run by
woekend papers with a view to enabling the
owners to “get rich quick.” It was my good
fortune to be associated with the Commis-
sion in its early days and te help lay the
foundations of the wonderful work that has
sinee been done.

I know that many people have a sincere
ohjection to this particular method of rais-
ing money for charitable purposes. They
consider it should be the concern of the
Government; that the money should be
raised by direet taxation. As Australians,
we realise that the people are anxious to
have a gamble, and the Lottertes Commis-
sion makes provision for that desire,

The sueeess of the lotteries in reeent
months has been duc to the change of
poliey, whereby sweeps are being con-
tlueted in much less time than when the
Commission tried to provide a prize of
£G000, The average person simply wants
to put in his 25, 6d. and know his luck. If
he misses this weck, he subseribes another
2s. 6d. next week. As a result of this
poliey, a large sum of money has been
raised during the last 12 months. I was
not aware of the amount until T heard
Dr. Hislop give the figures yesterday. The
Lotteries Commission and the (lovernment
are to be congratulated on the faet that
£100,000 has been paid off the ecapital
axpenditure of the Perth Hospital from the
money raised by the Commission, and so
relieved those in authority from the neees-
sity of rmising about £7200 annually to
provide interest and sinking fund on that
£100,000. T am hopeful that the Lotteries
Commission will provide £100,000 in each
of the next ten years. If it does that, if
will then praetically have wiped out the
cost of the hospital building. It should not
be called the ‘‘Perth Hospital.’” Tt is a
State hospital. Mr. Thomson said that the
metropolitan area received a greater pro-
portion of the Commission’s funds than
did the country. He should remember that
the greater amount of those funds is sub-
seribed in the metropolitan area. Buf the
Perth Hospital is not for the sole benefit
of the people residing in the metropolitan
aren, but for the people of the State.
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Hon, A. Thomson: The Mount Hospital
is in the same position, People come from
many miles distant.

Hon, F. E. GIBSON: I realise that. I
hope that the equipment in the Perth Hos-
pital will meet with the approval of Dr.
Hislop, and of the other members of the
medieal profession in this State. I know
personally the gentlemen who eompose the
Commission, and their capacity for distri-
buting these funds in a rcasonable and
fair manner is as great as that of any
other persons who could be appointed to
the position. It has been my good fortune
to go to them on many occasions to ask
them to assist charitable causes, and they
have always met me in a most courteous
manner. I hope the mcasure will be car-
vied. It is nearly time that, instead of hav-
ing an annual Bill, we¢ had a permanent
enactment on the statute-hook,

HON. T. MOORE (Central) : My vemarks
will be brief. I would not be doing the right
thing if I did not say something in favour
of the Lotteries Commission now that it has
been criticised, particularly by Dr. Hislop,
on the last two oceasions, He has singled
it out for special attack. It seems to me
that his remarks shounld, if it is necessary,
be directed against the Health Department
and not against the Lotteries Commission.
T am afraid he is confusing the two bodies.
If he wants to get results, I advise him to
address himself, if it is necessary, to the
Health Department.  After all, what does
this Commission do in the allocation of these
funds? Tt does not say what kind of huild-
ing #hall be crected. When plans are drawn
vp, the toeal eommittees have the say. All
of those men are not fools. Dr. Hislop may
think so, but T do not. They are pretty wise
in their generation, and know what they
want. The method adopted by the Commis-
sion i sorving u long-felt want for those
in the back country. Perhaps Dr. Hislop
docs not know that, but we who live in the
country do. We are very pleased with what
has taken ploce by the introduction of the
Lotteries Commission, Without the Commis-
sion, how would our country hospitals fare
today? Like they did previously!

Members: Hear, hear!

TTon. T. MOORE: All country members
veilerate what T say. Unfortunately, Dr.
Hizlop does not know what we have gone
through. If he did, he would be move likely
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to eulogise the great change that has taken
place instead of crivicising the goed work
that has been done, Like Mr. Gibson, I have
rever gone to the Commission without being
well received. I have gone along on many
occasions in company with other members,
and with members of other parties, too, be-
cause we in the country hunt in packs in
most cases. We take along with us the mem-
bers whe know the conditions out back and
who are prepared to throw in their weight
in the requests that we make, and which
have never been turned down.

Hon, G. B, Wood: The Commission gave
us more than we asked for on the last ocea-
sion I went.

Hon, T. MOOQRE: Yes. I will not idly
listen to eriticism which should be levelled,
if any ecritieism is necessary, agninst the
Health Department. Dr. Hislop singled out
the lay-out of buildings and many other
things which have nothing te o wilh the
Lotteries Commission, beeause those matters
are dealt with by boards whether in the
metropolitan area or in couniry areas.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Lotteries Com-
mission inspeets the plans.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, but it does not
disapprove of the plans.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Commission sug-
gests improvements at times.

Hon. T. MOORE: That s all right. Take
the Perth Hospital, It was planned by a
pretty good advisory board. We should all
be proud of that hospital. I am proud of
the fact that the Loiteries Commission is
standing hehind it. For years appeals were
made for the Perth Hospital. Does the hon.
member recall those appeals? Was he here
in those days¥ Those appcals for charity
fell on deaf ears! Today the people are en-
couraged to gamble to this very slight ex-
tent. The sum of 2s. 6d. does not set any-
body on the wrong track heeause everyone
knows that a portinn of it goes to charity.
In addition. Australians will always take a
chanee, and 1 hope they will continue to do
#0 hecanse, unless they are prepured to take
n chance, they will not do much good in the
world.  Because the Perth Hospital is a
Stafe hospital, much more ean he done for
it by the Lotteries Commission than ean be
done for the other hospitals. Anv number
of patients are sent from my distriet to
Perth. Dr. Hislop knows that that is so.
Members, generally, know how many of our
country people come to Perth, There are
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patients in the Perth Hospital from every
portion of the State. They will continue to
eome to the big hospita]l when it is open.
This Commission has done a wonderful work
and I hope it will confinue to do so for
many years.

HON, H. L. ROCHE (South-East): I
hope the Hounse will pass this Bill. When
all is suid and done, if the benefits derivable
from the Commisgion under lhe present ar-
rangement are not gs gredt for the country
districts as they could he, still the position
is infinitely better than it was. Becauvse of
that I am sure no country member feels dis-
posed to interfere unduly with the present
position. Some people who are quite
honestly averse to this means of raising
money objeet to lotteries. They are entitled
ta their objection. Fortunately, there are
not sufficient of them to defeat the legisla-
tion. Personally, T am not averse to it.
It is, after all, a poor man’s chance to ob-
tain a fortune, and he might as well have
that chance.

Hon. G. B, Wood: A fortune!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: It is to many people,
hut not {0 wealthy people. The Commission
provides money for hospitals in the country
areas which otherwise would be hard to ob-
tain. Even if there is ohjection to the per-
sonnel of the Commission, or the manner in
which its members are appointed, I cannot
see that any other proposals would give
better results than we get now. I have had
very little to do with the Commission in my
limited experience, but T have found o¢n all
gsides—even from people who once were
bitterly opposed to it—the highest approba
tion expressed for the chairman, and recog-
nition of the work he is doing. I do think
that this Commission has achieved so much
and heen of such vital assistanee to people
in country districts, that the House should
centinue the measure. If objeetion is raised
to its being u yearly enactment, it is likely
that the Government wounld aecept an
amendment to make it, if not permanent,
two-yearly or three-yearly legislation.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: T agree
with other members respecting the view
of people who do not believe in lotteries
or gambling, T listened with astonish-
ment to Dr. Hislop’s hostile eriticism of
this Bill and of fhe distribution of the
fends by the Lotteries Commission. His
statement bristles with inaccuracies and
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gross exaggeration. The Fremantle Hos-
pital was mentioned. I am chairman of that
hospital board. I am also State president
of the Infant Health Association, besides
taking a keen interest in the successful work
of the dental clinic at Fremantle, plus the
valnable social services conducted by the
Free Milk Couneil which distributes milk
to the school children. I am also interested
in the Silver Chain nursing scheme, which
does so much to assist our indigent people.
For these reasons, I have no hesitation in
saying that, had not the Lotteries Commis-
sion generously and unstintingly supported
these organisations, all of them would have
been seriously handieapped and in some
cases their valuable work would have been
stopped altogether.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Commission, by sympathetie support, is en-
econraging the people to organise and raise
money by publie subseription. I am not one
of those who think that the new order is
going to provide large sums of money and
that all one need do is to sit down and wait
for it to come along. I helieve that a large
proportion of the people recognise their
duties as ecitizens and are prepared to take
part in various organisations to provide
efficient soeial services of all kinds. As
Asgsistant Minister for Child Welfare, I
know that some denominational orphanage
organisattons have been enabled to exiend
their aclivities greatly owing to the sym-
pathetiec support reccived from the Lotteries
Commisgion. Dr. Hislop mentioned the
medieval hospital at Fremantle, and stated
that £250,000 would be required to eonvert
it into a model hospital. He also referred
to the lack of equipment in the various hos-
pitals and the urgent necessity for the
replacement of instruments, ete. Here again
is misleading exaggeration. As a matter of
faet the TFremantle hospital is  hetter
equipped than ever before in its history, and
has the best medical service in operation to-
doy. War conditions make difficulties, of
course. With regard to buildings, it has the
best men’'s community ward, and the finest
women’s surgical ward in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. B. Wood: And the best nurses’
quarters in Australia.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.
This is the MeCallum block which eost, with
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the addifions to wurses’ guarters, a total of
£25,630. Of this sum the Lotteries Commis-
sion provided £14,306. Since Janunary, 1938,
to date the Lotteries Commission has sub-
seribed to the Fremantle Hospital a total
of £18,870 19s. 8d. This continued valuable
help is keenly appreciated hoth by the Fre-
mantle Hospital Board and by the people of
Fremantlee.  We do want a new women's
medical ward to replace the old portion of
the hospital, which is very ancient, as men-
tioned by Dr. Hislop, but it represents only
one-sixth of the total hospital-patient ac-
commodation provided, the other buildings
being comparatively new,

Our post-war reconstruction scheme is for
i three-storey modern nospital wing—
women’s community ward, women’s medical
ward, with new administrative office, kitchen
and storc room on the ground floor. We
have no veason to doubt that the Lotteries
Commission will continue its poliey with re-
gard to Fremantle hospital requirements and
subseribe a substantial amount of this cost,
on the understanding, of course, that the
Government and the public of Fromantle,
will contribute their fair proportion of the
total cost. We arve also discussing the crec-
tion of a convalescent hospital on Govern-
ment land known as Scotsman Hill, adjacent
to the present hospital—an urgent need for
{he econemirnl working of the metropolitan
hospitals. The proposed site for the eon-
valeseent hospital is said by BEastern States
hospital and medical experts, and also by
medieal and hospital authorities in this
State, to be the finest in any part of Aus-
tralia. Knowing the keen interest the Lot-
teries Commission tukes in the hospitals of
this State, 1 feel sure that this scheme will
he solidly supported by it, always again on
the understanding that the Government and
the public suhserihe their fair share of the
total cost.

It is corvect to state that the 30 infant
health centres in operation in this State
would have heen financially paralysed owing
to war conditions and many of them would
have ceased operations had it not been for
the financial grants advanced cvery year hy
the Commission. The same applies to the
Silver Chain nursing scheme. We conld not
manage withont that scheme, which is carry-
mg out magnificent work amongst sick
people in the metropolitan area. The post-
war rveconstruction scheme for the Infant
Heglth Association plans a £25,000 building
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for the housing of further clinies. This
connot be carried ont without the assist-
ance of the Commission. Nearly all the
clinie bhuildings erected to date have been
made possible through generous grants by
the Commission.

The statement made by Dr. Hislop re.
garding the free wards of the Mount Hos-
pitul and St. John of God Hospital is very
misleading. 1 um assured that the cost of
the free serviee at St. John of God Hospital
last year was over £5,000, while free hospital
service at the Mount Hospital was nearly
twiee as much as the money granted by the
Commission.

Hon, J. Cornell: What do you mean by
free hospital service?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I was
aboul to explain that point. As a matter
of fact, literally there arve no free wards
either in the public hespitals of Perth and
Fremantle, or at the hospitals mentioned.
What exists is a frec hospital service to all
who have not the means to pay. Obviously
it would he highly improper and very
humilialing to advertise indigent patients,
either in the public hospitals or at the St.
John of God or the Mount Hospitals, by
placing them in leds in spesial places set
apart for the purpose. The only ones who
would know would be the doctors attending
the patients frec of cost, and the hospital
secretary.

1 strongly disagree with the statement
that professional adviece is lacking in the
Medical Iepartment and that hospitals have
tu depend on lay edvice. This is untrue.
The Under Secretary of the department 1s
extremely eareful not to express any opinion
which would intrude in any way on the
etiquette of the medical profession, In many
vears of association with the Megdical De-
partment, T have always found Mr. Huelin
scrupnlously eareful in this respect He re-
lies upon the adviee given by the Commis-
sionev of Public Health, Dr. Atkinson, and
the various doctors who take a deep interest
in hospital matters,

Hon. 1. Cornell: He has one friend, any-
how.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Une must
be fatr.

Hon. J. Coruell: Had I been asked, [
wonld have said the opposite.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In all
my dealings with the Under Seecrstary, I
cantivt reeall one instance in which he has
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offered advice on matters about which he
was not cumpetent to speak. As regards
management, he is in a position to give ad-
vice. It is safe to say that there was no
proposition with regard to hospitals put up
to the Lotteries Commission without its first
being discussed with medical men. Every
country doctor would be, and has been eager
to press for improvements {o the hospital in
his particular distriet. In a progressive dis-
trict the doetor is generally found to be the
driving forge in any move to obtain im-
provements for the local hospital. There
ean be no doubt that in ihe metropolitan
arca a large number of doctors have been
anxious and willing to assist in the im-
© provement of metropolitan hospitals, and
their services have been gladly acecpted.
We owe n debt of grafitude 1o the doctors
for their honorary services.

As to the suggestion that the members
of the Commission should be replaced by
another board, including a professional
man, this would be a reirograde step.
The chairman of the Lotteries Commis-
sion and his colleagues have earried
out a difficult task with eonspieuous sue-
cess. All are trnsted men with high reputa-
tions. The members of the Commission
huve had lengthy experience, and the dis-
tribution of the funds has been made with
strict impartiality. The chairman has given
inspiring leadership by his constant persona]
attention to the various problems of the
respective organisations.
terest and advice have been very welcome
and extremely helpfol.  There is no one ik
the State with a greater knowledge of hos-
pital requirements and fhe needs of socia
services than the chairman of the Commis-
sion, Mr, Kenneally.

Apart from his official duties, Mr, Ken-
neally has devoted much of his spare time
to attending meetings of various organisa-
tions and has given a decided impetus to the
work by his presence and advice. Tn my
opinion it would be an error of the gravest
magnitude to appoint another board to dis-
tribute the funds. Dr. Hislop’s eriticism of
the large amount of monecy granted to the
Perth Hospital is unwarranted; hecause, as
was stated by other members, it will pro-
vide State-wide hospital service and conse-
quently the money could not be devoted to
a better objeet. T hope the Bill will pass
without undue delay, and I make this plea
beranse T know from personal knowledge

His petsonal in-
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the tremendous amount of good work that
has been done by the Commission and the
ingpiring help it has given to varions com-
mittees throughout the State to raise money
by direct giving.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East): Be-
fore addressing myself to this Bill, T would
like to thank the Chief Secretary for his
kindly vemarks on my return to this Cham-
ber. I also desire to thank the many mem-
bers of the House who so kindly sent mes-
sages to me during my illness. Above all,
I wish to thank Mr. Moore for having paired
with me, because by his so doing my vote
was recorded and therefore my province was
represented by its three members. Dealing
with the Bill, I bave always supported a
similar measure and have favoured the way
in which the funds of the Lotteries Com-
mission are controlled. In the first place,
My, Clydesdale did excellent work as chair-
man of the Commission and now we have
Mr. Kenneally in that position. He has de-
voted himself to the affairs of the Commis-
sion. Until the shortage of petrol pro-
hibited the practice, Mr. Kenneally was able
toe travel throughout the State and make
inspections of various hospitals, with the
result that the institutions benefited greatly.
We in our distriet have not always obtained
everything for which we asked, but the
Commission has given us everything possible
in reason.

On behalf of the various hospitals in the
South-East Province, I fee] I must both
thank and econgraiulate the Commission on
the help it has afforded them. T regret 1
was not present last night to hear Dr,
Mislop’s remarks on the Bill. However, I
well remember the last speech he made on 2
similar Rill; he then gave members mueh
valuable information for their consideration.
From the way in which members have com-
mented on his speech, T have no doubt he
gzave similar valuable information omn this
occasion, It is extremely helpful to have a
member of his standing and ability to keep
the Chamber on an even keel with respect
to hospital maiters. T shall vote for the
second reading.

EON. H. TUCKEY (South-West): Tt is
not my intention to oppose the secand read-
ing; nevertheless, I feel there is room for
nmendments to the principal Aet. Possibly
an amending Bill wil] be brought down be-
fore it is necessary ngnin to introduce a
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continuance measure. I have been a mem-
ber of the Murray Distriet Hospital Com-
mittee for a considerable period and can
say that that hospital has been treated fairly
by the Lotteries Commission. I cannot re-
member an oceasion when we were refused
A reasonable request. At the same time, that
does not mean a great deal, because we have
always had to provide our quota, a difficuit
thing to do in sparsely populated distriets.
The sum quoted by Dr. Hislop, namely,
£4,400, seems to be a small amount to be dis-
tributed to hospitals by the Lotteries Com-
migsion over a period of ten months. How-
ever, [ am sure the amonnt would have been
much larger if local committecs could have
finaneed part of their requirements.

At Pinjarra we need a new hospital. The
existing one was formerly an old private
home. It was converted into a hospital and
from time to time improvements and addi-
tions have been made to it, but these really
amounted to throwing away money. We
have now reached the stnge when we have
not sufficient hospifal accommodation; the
asset is rather large to scrap and we are
not in a position to erect a new building.
Not long ago the average number of heds
was two or three; today it is about 14 or 15.
The Murray Hospital is not singular in that
respect; other distriet hospital committecs
bave found it necessary to provide addi-
tional accommodation from time to time.
Some people secm to think that the Perth
Hospital is the only institotion in need
of extra beds, but I assure the House
that applies in the majority of hospitals
throughout the State.

Some means should be found whereby
finnnce ean be provided to build adequate
hospital accommodation where it is needed.
I greatly favour doing the job once and for
all; by this T mean that hospitals should
not be built piecemeal. 1 supported the
building of the Perth Hospital, although I
was opposed to the loeality. It is dreadful
io think that that fine building has been
erccted in what might be deseribed as a
smoky hollow. However, that is now past
and we must look to the future. There is
rcom for alteration in the distribntions made
hy the Lotteries Commission. The sum of
£100,000 is a large amount to be raised each
vear. The hospital with which T am con-
nected has to deal with a number of road
accident cases. At the present time, owing
te searcity of petrol, there are not so many
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aceidents, but we have had as many as six
or seven cases i a week. No doubt when
cars come un the road again the mumber
of patients due to car accidents will increase.
We have had to make use of the verandah
as well as the wards and so have found it
difficult to manage. As I said, I think the
amonnt of £4,400 would have been consider-
ably inereased if the local hospital com-
mittees could have provided their gquota;
in the case of the hospital I represent, we
would probably require £2,000 which is a
lzerge amount for such a distriet to find.

HON. E. H. H, HALL {Central): I lst-
ened with close attention and a good deal
of intercst to the many members who have
spoken €o this Bill, and T very much regret
to think that onc member, who enjoys
the confidence of, I think, the great majority
of members of this Chamber—Dr. Hislop—
should have heen aceused undeservedly by
another member, who also deservedly enjoys
the estcem of every other member, of being
guilty of uttering an untruth. It makes me
wish that the Standing Orders could give
the member so accused the right of reply.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member is perfectly entitled to say that an-
ather wember has said something untroe.
The assumption in that case is that the mem-
ber who made the statement did not know it
was untrue, If the statement had been made
that a member had said something that was
unirue, he knowing it to be untrue, then of
eourse be would have been called to order
by the President. The hon. member nay
prooceed,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T do hope, Mr,
President, thai yon ~o not think for osue
motent that I had any idea you were allow-
ing snmething to happen that should not
have occurred, because nothing was further
from my mind. My desire is to get at the
truth of the matter. I feel sure Dr. Hislop
did not mean to do what has been attributed
to him by two Ministers in this House, one
of whom said he was guilty of gross exag-
geration and of making misleading state-
ments, while the Honorary Minister said
that somothing which Dr. Hislop said was
untrze. I express my regret that there
should be this acute difference between such
members. We know the Honorary Minister
has a very kindly nature. We are aware
that for many years he has taken a deep
interest in the Fremantle hospital and in
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health eclinics. That is why I regret so
much that he should have made that state-
ment about another member who we think
is equally conscientious and equally, if not
better, informed. Having said that, I wish
to add that T shal] vote for the second read-
ing of the Bill.

BEvery country member whoe has spoken to
the measure has expressed his deep gratitude
to the Lotteries Commission. Is it not perti-
nent to ask what would the Lotteries Com-
mission have done with the money had it not
distributed it in the way it has done? Mr.
Tuckey and other members have spoken
their minds. We are entitled to express our
views without being accused of making un-
fair inferences, Those of us who are at
variance with the Commission consider that
far too great a proportion of this money is
voted to the Perth Hospital. A rose by any
other name would smell as sweet; we all
konow that the Perth Hospital gives treat-
ment to people from the country. But who
said jt did not? I ask what percentage of
cases treated at the Perth Hospital comes
from the country and what percentage from
the metropolitan urea. Of course, the Perth
Hospital eaters for country people, but
what would be the position of the capital
of the State were it not for the people in
the country?

Let us be logical. T have repeatedly said
in this Chamber that capital expenditure
cannot by any stretch of the imagination
be deemed to be charity. It is something for
which the Government is directly respons-
ible. The Government is responsible for the
health of the community, for education and
for aid to the aged and infirm. Those are
matters for which the Government of any
civilised country is directly responsible.
They should not he the responsibility of the
Lotteries Commission. I want to emphasise
the non-party character of this Chamber
that has so often been sneered at. Mr. Wood
said that moncy had been granted by the
Lotteries Commission to poor unfortunate
prople in the East Province whose roof had
been blown off by a gale.

Hop. . B. Wood: What is wrong with
that?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am glad that
those people did get relief, but is it a func-
tion of the Lofteries Commission o give aid
in matters of that kind? The pearlers at
Broome might just as well have ecalled on
the Lotteries Commission for help. Some
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of the farmers in my distriet who suffered
loss from rust should alse bave been paid
compensation by the Lotteries Commission,
It is about time that the Commission was put
on a proper basis. I am certain that when
the original legislation was introduced, it
was never intended by Parlinment that
money should he distributed all over the
State by the Lotteries Commission under the
guise of eharity.

Hon. J. Cornell: A lot of sins are com-
mitted in the name of charity.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: I agree with
what Mr. Parker said abhout the members of
the Lotteries Commission. I do not know
them very well. The chairman, who was
once a Minister of the Crown, has been in
public life for mamy years and I think ]
have only had a few minutes private con-
versation with him at any time. 1 have no
doubt that both he and the other Commis-
sioners are very estimable men. Every
member knows that there are scores of people
doing work in an honorary capacity who
wonld deem it an honour to be associated
with a funetion operating under the name
of ‘“sweet charity” instead of belonging to
a board paid to undertake such work., I
Jhappen to he the secretary of a hospital
advisory eommittee, a much smaller coneern
than the Lotteries Commission, but the merm-
hers of that body have rendered many years
of service in an honorary eapacity and have
advised the Government regarding how
money should be spent. Those men are not
nominated by the Government—Mr. Parker
drew special attention to this aspect—but
are nominated by the loeal people, the
ALP., the doctors, the friendly societies,
and by the Government itself.

Why cannot we have a board elected along
those lines to deal with the distribution of
lottery funds? That would be mueh prefer-
able to the present sysfem under which the
Government nominates the whole of the
members of the Lotteries Commission. Un-
fortunately T am not in a position to deal
with the statements made by Ministers and,
of course, the Chief Seeretary has the right
of reply. I am not sufficiently well up in
matters coneerning hospital administration
to enable me to reply to damaging state.
ments made by some members. For in-
stance Mr. Piesse said the House appreciated
hearing from Dr. Hislop what he had to
tell ns. Bnt what is the good of a man get-
ting up and making false and untrue state-
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ments—that is, if Dr. Hislop has done so,
which I doubt. Being desirous of informing
inyself, seeing that hospital administration
bulked largely in the debate, I sought
official reports about the hospitals of the
State, I asked the officers of the House for
the Commissioner of Public Health’s latest
reports so that I might learn something
about those institutions. Some years ago in
order to protect the lives of our womenfolk
who were bearing children, the Geraldton
Municipal Council, of which I was a mem-
bher, applied to the Government and obtained
the use of a building that has been known
for many years as “The Residency.” A
local committee set to work to establish it
as a maternity hospital. Later Mr. Huehn,
the Under Secretary for Health, visited Ger-
aldton to inspeet the institution and inves-
tigate its methods. As a result of that we
were granted by the Government an annual
subsidy of £50 a year.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is what every
other nursing home receives.

Ilon. E. H. H, HALL: We are told that
under the new order about which we hear
so much, there will be much decentralisu-
ijon. I hope that is so and that we will
have more of it in the future. We have in
the metropolitan area the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for women, an excellent
well run institution about which I have never
heard anyone say a disparaging word. Of
course, that institution caters mainly for the
womenfolk of the metropolitan area but it
also provides aeccommodation for eountry
women lucky enough to be able to take ad-
vantage of it. Naturally we would not ex-
pect women from the Murchison or Vietoria
distriets to travel right down to Perth to
receive  attention at the King Edward
Memorial Hospital. However, I want to
give some official information which I have
taken the precaution to obtain. When Dr.
Hislop has been a member of this Chamber
for a few years he will not risk what hap-
pened here this afternoon. The Govern-
ment takes the sole responsibility for finane-
ing and carrying on the XKing Edward
Memorial Hospital. It is a public institu-
tion just in the same way as the Vietoria
Hospital at Geraldion is a publie institution.

I have been hammering away at this ques-
tion ever since I have been a member of this
House beeause of the unfairness of the sys-
tem. Why should the womenfolk of the
'Victoria district have to go to an institution
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that is conducted as a result of voluntary
effort while the womenfolk of the metro-
politan area can go to a Government institn-
tion equipped with all the best facilities?
That practice still continnes. As Mr. Tuckey
gaid, let us put an end to it. If Dr. Hislop
is the man I toke him for, he will not sit
down and make no effort to prove what he
said. If he cannot prove his statements,
perbaps he will be able to explain them., He
does nobt require any assistance from me,
The Bill under discussion is simply a con-
tinuance measure and must go on. I tfrust
Dv. Hislop will take the means open to him
to secure an inguiry into hospital adminis-
tration, I have contrasted the position he-
tween the King Edward Memorial Hospital®
and the materity hospital at Geraldton and
I emphasise the unfairness of it all. I hope
Country Party members and those represent-
ing country districts wil endeavour o
gsecure a hetter deal for their constituents
who for yesrs past have been iold that if
they want fo build a hospital the Govern-
nent will go 50-50 with them.

Hon. A. Thomson; That is right.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not want the
people in the metropolitan area to be put
in a spot like that. I know that the very
tine metropolitan hospital eaters for dis-
tressed people from the country areas, and
I have been responstble for a number from
ny province receiving that treatment. One
was an old age pensioner and, in an appre-
ciative Ietter he wrote to me, he said he could
not have received better treatment had he
heen the Prince of Wales.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Surely that was not
at the King Edward Memorial Hospital!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I must apologise
for not explaining that I was referring to
the Perth Hospital, not to the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for Women, The differ-
ence hetween the position in the ecitv and
in the country is too great. The people ont-
back have suffered too long in silence. When
T hear members getting up and expressing
gratitude to the FLoiteries Commission for
receiving something that the people shounld
have a right to, I am forced to enter my
protest. Here is another point. Do mem-
bers realise that it was the Mitchell-Latham
Government that was responsible, in the face
of bitter opposition from theose now occupy-
ing the Treasury bench, for the passing of
the Hospital Fund Act, which was one of
the finest things ever done in the interest of
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our hospitals? That imposition of a penny-
halfpemny in the pound built up the fund
to a total of about £250,000. Tt was that
action on the part of the Mitchell-Latham
Government that afforded Government hos-
pitals in the country districts and elsewhere
the opportunity to be properly equipped.

Hon. A. Thomson: But still the assist-
ance is on the 50-50 basis.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I think that sort
of thing was in Dr. Hislop’s mind when he
directed aftention to the manner in which
the Government is taking advantage of the
Lotteries Commission. In these days it is
not a case of 50-50 buf a sort of frinity—
the local people, the Lotteries Commission
and the Government. For instance, if £3,000
is wanted and the Government is epproached
for the assistance we are advised to approach
the Commission through the agency of our
local members of Parliament. I we get
a £1,000 from tho Lotteries then the Govern-
ment will give another £1,000 if the local
people can raise their proportion.

Hon. A, Themson: That is perfectly true.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Of course it is

{rue and evervbody knows it is so. The Gov-
ceinment has been enabled to side-step its
responsibilities in these matters. Here is
one dirveetion in which Dr, Hislop ean teke
some action. He said that the Medical De-
partment was not under the control of a
medical man. In the honorary position I
hold in eonnection with the Government hos-
pital at Geraldton I have frequently come
-into contact with the Under Secretary for
Health, Mr. Tuelin. Remembering (he
important duties that officer has to-carry out
and that his depariment is non-revenue
enrning, I must assert that I have always
received a fair deal from him.

Hon., A. Thomson: That is quite right.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The members of
my committee are not completely with me
in regard to this mattter, but Mr. Huelin
kas an unpleasant job to do. I know that
many people do not get along with him
very satisfactorily; but T have had some
years of experience in dealing with him, and
T always found him to be just and true.

Hon. A. Thomson: So have L

Hon. E. H. H. ITALL: However, let me
deal with the Public Health Department. T
called for the annual departmental report
this afternoon. I then rang up the Public
Health Department and asked if the
Comiuissioner did not submit a report
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to Parliament each year on the depart-
mental activities. I was told that such
a report was not presented annually but
every second year. I informed the officers
of the House accordingly, and they made a
diligent search but could not find a recent
report. I again got in fouch by telephone
with the departmental officers and they pro-
mised to look for n report but came back
with the information that none had been
submitted for some time; in fact, the latest
report was for the year 1935-36. The pre-
sent war commenced in 1939, so it cannot be
blamed for the lack of departmental reports.
However, the latest report I have contains
quite a lot of useful information but I find
that the only hospital mentioned in it is the
Wooroloo Sanatorium. Naturally I thought
I would se¢ something about the Perth Hos-
pital, the King Edward Hospital, or even
the Geraldton hospiial, but not a word!

I desive to know why Parliament has not
received annually the departmental report
from the Commissioner of Public Health.
The report T have contains interesting state-
ments from the schools medical officer, the
medical officer for health centres, informa-
tien regarding meat inspection and the re-
port of the pathologist and baecteriologist.
in fact, it conveys information about almost
everything—except hospilals. There seems
to be something wrong. Anyhow, T have
shown where I stand on this matter, and if
members of Parliament are afraid to say
what they mean, it is time the institution
was wiped out of existence. One other point
I wish to refer to is that when the question
of lotteries was brought before Parliament
some years ago, a private firm of auditors—
I do not know why that was so—was daing
the auditing of the Commission’s accounts.
The firm was quite a reputable one. How-
ever, after spending 20-0dd years in the
Publie Service, and knowing how easy it is
for some people to go wrong, I maintan
that we cannot have too close a check on a
business such as this. I advocated that the
Auditor General should audit these aceounts,
but it was not until a defaleation tock place
that the Aunditor General was ealled on to
do the andit—another instance of locking
the stable door after the steed bad been
stolen. It was said by my namesszke here
only a few weeks ago that there was not
much use in private members giving advice.
I support the second reading of the Bill.
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HON. W. R. HALL (North-East}: I list-
ened attentively to the very impassioned
speeches made by various members on the
Bill. For my part I consider that the Lot-
teries Commission has done a wonderful
job, irrespective of what Dr. Hislop thinks
and also irrespective of whether any mem-
ber votes against the Bill. After all, doe-
tors have heen known to make mistakes.
Whether a doctor should be placed on the
Lotteries Commission is a matter for this
House to determine, In going through the
Commission’'s history what mainly strikes me
is that the Commissioners have done a very
good joh inasmuch as they have helped the
goldfields districts considerably. The Gold-
fields have not worried about the Lotteries
Commission very mueh. The local auth-
orities have performed that task in connee-
tion with the Government.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the Chambher of
Mines.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes. Mr. Kenneally,
the chairman of the Lotteries Commission,
and the other commissioners and the staff
have admirably earried out the task they
were appoinied to do. When it comes to a
point whether there is a little hit of
gambling associated with the Commission’s
operations, my reply is that I do not think
too many members of this Chamber have
not at some time had a ticket in a Chari-
ties sweep. I rose to voice my warm appre-
ciation of the good work done by the Lot-
teries Commission. I hope the commissioners
will be permitted to continue their good
work, and therefore I have much pleasure
in supporting the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
It has been quite refreshing to hear so
many eulogistie addresses concerning this
mensure since Dr. Hislop spoke on the Bill
recently. I very much appreciate the fact
that Mr. Gibson drew the attention of the
Chamber to the cireumstances under which
the Lotterics Commission was first estab-
lished. T think it well to recall for a moment
how the Lotteries Commission came into be-
ing, becanse in those days conditions were
very different from what they are now.
There were not only the cross-word puzzles
run by newspapers. There were all sorts of
small lotteries being conducted, in some
cases by irresponsible people; and it hardly
mattered what day of the week one went
down the street, one was pestered by some
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person or other to invest in one or other
of the lotteries of this kind. So eventually
something had to be done, The Lotteries
Commission was established in 1932, and it
bag carried out very good work ever mince.
I would point out, too, that the Lotteries
Commission is not set up for the purpose
of providing funds for hospitals only. One
would imagine, hearing Dr. Hislop, that that
was its chief purpose.
ITon. C. F. Baxter: It seemed to be.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Lot-
teries Commission was established in order to
assist charities generally, and the Lotteries
{Control) Act contains a very clear definition
indieating concisely the way in which the
Comunission may distribute any funds it may
raise. When I introduced this continuanee
Bill T gave the House at least an outline of
the manner in which the money had been
distributed during the preceding tcn months,
The figures I guve were nat confined to hos-
pitals, although those are the only figures
to whieh Dr. Hislop appears to have given
attention. Certuinly he misconstrued them
seriously when dealing with the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: "That is what figures are
for!

The CHIXYF SECRETARY: To be mis-
construed? There is no necessity on this
occagion to misconstrue the figures. They
speak tor themselves. However, I propose
i reply to some of Dr. Hislop’s statements,
beeanse 1 think it is a thousand pities that
a metnber of this Chamber should make the
slatemuents which that hon, member made—
statements which he could not possibly
have made had he examined the facts of the
case as it was quite possible for him to do
with the aid of the returns submiited to
this House from time to time. Ur he could
have ascertained the facts of the case by
merely asking a qunestion of me. Thal
course, however, apparently did not suit the
hon. member’s book. May I suggest that if
Dr, Hislop i= not sulisfied with the Flealtn
Department, or with the administration of
our hospitals, there is a right time and alse
u vight place for eriticism of that kind? As
regards the Perth Hospital, it is perfectly
true that the Lotteries Commission had
agreed to provide interest and sinking fund
on the amount of loan moneys used in the
ercetion of the new building. One of the
vonditions under which the Lotteries Com-
mission agreed to provide interest and sink-
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ing fund is that this shall not be at the ex-
pense of any other hospital.

Hon, V., Hamersley:How can that be? It
must be done at the expense of some other
charity, then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member will wait for a moment he will
realise that what I say is perfectly correet.
First of all let me tell the House that there
has not been one request from any country
hospital during the last ten months that has
not been satisfactorily dealt with by the
Lotteries Commission. Not one request has
been turned down. But, of course, it is per-
fectly well known to everybody that during
the present peried it is not possible to pro-
vide many new buildings. In the first place,
we have not the manpower, sand, in the
second place, we cannot get the materials.
Consequently some requests put forward
have not been met, but the Lotteries Com-
mission has accepted commitments with re-
gard to them. And the Lotteries Commis-
sion has gone further. It has created a
fund in order that it will have money at a
later stage when it will be possible to pro-
vide more of those additions and more of
the equipment doubtless required at the pre-
sent time, and likely to be required even
more urgently and to a greater extent at a
later period. It is perfectly true that the
Lotteries Commission has undertaken to
meet interest and sinking fund payments in
connection with the Perth Hospital.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: Then what will happen
if the Bill is rejected? Where will the money
come from then%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the Bill
is rejected and the Lotteries Commission
goes oub of existence, then the promise is
automatically done away with.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: This House could not
provide the interest and sinking fund.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And for
that reason it will not turn the Bill down.
The Lotteries Commission has provided the
intevest and sinking fund up to date, and
in fact has provided more money than is
really necessary ai present. The Commis-
sion has a very good reason for placing
that additional money in the trust account
which is kept at the Treasury for this
purpose. If the Lotteries Commission had
had more money than it c¢ould reasonably
expend during this period on aecount of
war conditions, is it not only right that
the Commission should do the best it pos-

[COUNCIL.)

sibly could with the money at ks dis-
posal?

Hon. V. Hamersley: Put the money into
war bonds!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will state
what has been done with the money. As a
matter of fact, on all loan moneys used
in connection with the Perth Hospital there
is an interest charge of 4 per cent.; but on
any money which the Lotteries Commission
can invest in the trust account, it draws
only 2 per cent. Consequently, having that
amount of money available, it decided to
pay off £100,000 of the loan money that
had alveady been advanced from elsewhere.
By so doing, the difference between 4 per
cent. interest charged on the loan money
and the 2 per cent. drawn by the Lotteries
Commission is saved.

Hon. L. Craig: The Lotteries Commis-
sion gets 4 per cent. on that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Lotteries
Commission gets 2 per cent.  There is
4 per cent. on the loan moneys used in the
erection of the hospital. As a result of
deing that, the Commission has saved
£2,000 a year, which is a considerable sum
of money.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Have they loaned
that £100,000¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, paid it
off.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: They have given
the £100,0009

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The cost of
the hospital has been reduced hy £100,000.

Hon. L. Craig: The Treasnry has heen
saved £2,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There has
been a permanent saving so far as the
Lotteries Commission is concerned of
£2,000 a year.

Hon. L. Craig: The Treasury has heen
saved £2,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No, the Lot-
teries Commission, becaunse the Commis-
sion has undertaken the payment of in-
terest and sinking fund on the money re-
quired to build the new hospital.

Hon. L. Craig: These are payments in
advance, surely?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will give
some figures shortly which will enable the
hon, member to understand the present
position. The Lotieries Commission has
performed a very good service indeed
Quite apart from the question of hospitals,
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there is the question of money provided
for various other organisations throughout
the State.  There are orphanages which
have to be eatered for, and which receive
several thousand pounds each year. In-
¢luded amongst the organisations to which
1 have referred are such bodies as the Re-
turned Soldiers’ League, which has a statu-
tory right. The R.S.L. receives £2,000 every
year. The School for the Blind receives
£2,450, the Silver Chain Nursing Associa-
tion, £1,710, the St. John Ambulance Asso-
ciation, £1,800; the Hospital Social Ser-
vice, £1,712; Christmas Cheer to Hospitals,
£1,026; the Infant Health Correspondence
Nursing Scheme, £100; and the Alexandra
Home, £102. There is a long list of organi-
sations which are assisted to the tune of
£14,909.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: That is for 12
months.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, 10
months, Then, of eourse, there is the £4,000
for hospitals to which Dr. Hislop referred
as being a very small sum, and which is
spread over about 30 hospitals and ineludes
the amount of £300 to the Mount Hospital
and St. John of God Hospital. The Honor-
ary Minister has dealt with that matter. I
do not want to deal with it at any length
except to say that T eonfirm what he said of
the eircumstances under which donations
were made to the two hospitals T have men-
tioned. The Lotteries Commission has doeu-
mentary evidence upon which it acted. T
am not in n position to doubt the word of
members of the Commission, and I hope Dr.
Hislop would not do so. The Commission
has been provided with documentary evi-
dence from both hospitals with regard not
only to the number of patients but also to
the cost ineurred by the hospitals.

It is a fact that one could go into those
institutions and would not know which
patients were indigent and receiving the
benefit of free treatment from the hospifal
and from medical men. I believe it is true
that in eases of that kind medical men give
their services free. However, I do not know
that T need delay very long on the question
of the £300 given to those {wo hospitals. 1
do not want to go through all these figures
that have been supplied to me in regard to
the various institutions and charities which
reccive grants from the Commission, but I
would like to clear up the position eoneern-
ing the new Perth Hospital. I am doing
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this beeause Dr. Hislop quoted a lot of
figures when he was speaking and used them
in his own way. He referred to £72,000
being provided each year for the Perth Hos-
pital and to money being paid into Consoli-
dated Revenne. That has never yet ocemrred
so fay as the Lotteries Commission is con-
cerned and never will. Any moneys which
the Lotieries Commission has to deal with
in that way will be paid into the uwsual trust
account whieh is audited by the Auditor
General.

There is ne question of outside aunditors
in this ease. That audit is a running audit.
There is always a representative of the
Auditor General in the office of the Lotteries
Commission so there can be no question as
to the bona fides of the Commission in these
days. A question was asked by Mr. Miles
as to how much money has already
been spent in connection with the Perth
Hospital. The amounnt provided from loan
funds to the 31st July of this year is
£353,290 11s, 1d. There has been the repay-
ment of £100,000 by the Lotteries Commis-
gion, to which I have referred, leaving a
balance of £253,280 11s. 1d. With regard
to sinking fund, the amount is £8,503 1s. 6d.,
and accrued interest is £430 3s., a total of
£8,933 59. The net balance after deducting
sinking fund is £44,357 6s., and the interest
during one month amounts to £810 11s. 114.
Those figures will alter from time to time
as more money is provided for the com-
pletion of the Perth Hospital. Now to deal
with the amount of money that has been
found by the Lotteries Commission in this

connection. The total amount paid inte the
trust fund to which I have referred is
£158,000.

That trust fund has earned a total of
£3,518 10s. 7d. in interest, making a total
of £161,518 10s. 7d. The position today is
that inferest on loan moneys amounts to
£33,472 16s. 4d., the interest aceruing is
£110 11s, 11d, and sinking fund is
£8,503 1s, 6d., all of which has been paid out
of the £158,000. Then there is the payment
of £100,000 I have referred to, which leaves
a balance of £18,732 0s. 10d. still available.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: That £100,000 is a
contribution to the capital account.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: That is in excess
of the arrangement,

Hon. L. Craig: That is outside the com-
mitment,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not neces-
sarily, though it may be outside the commit-
ment I spoke of in regard to the sinking
fund. The Commission has done a jolly
good thing for itself and the hospital.

Hon, L. Craig: That money is not avail-
‘able for other purposes later on.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is cer-
tainly absorbed. A balance of £18,732 0Os.
10d. is left. One of the conditions is that
money has to be available if required for
other purposes. There is the position con-
ecisely and correctly set out, and I think it
should answer questions that have been put
forward by one or two members concerning
the Perth Hospital.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: You were quite wrong
in what you said previously. You made a
strong speech in opposition to the Bill when
it was introduced in this House.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Did 1%

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yes,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, it is
a long while ago,

Hen. A. Thomson: He has seen the light.
We can all change our views,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shall now
deal with the criticism that was offered to
the effeet that not one single member of
the Commnission is eompetent to decide upon
the distribution of these funds.

Hon. L. Craig: Do not take any notice
of that!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unforfun-
ately, I do take notice of what members say.
Notwithstanding what has been said about
the members of the Lotteries Commission—
and 1 admit there have been eulogistie
eompliments paid toe them—I assert that
there is not a body of men in this State
more ecapable of dealing with matters of
this kind. That arises from the fact that
they have had many years of experience.
Therc is not a hody of men with a better or
more intimate knowledge of the charitable
organisations of Western Australia or & body
of men with a better knowledge of the cir-
eumstances of the various hospitals of this
State. As 1 have said, that is due to the
fact that the members of the Commission
have had many years of experience and have
taken a personnl interest in these things. If
another Commission were appointed it would
take years for the members to reach the
stage that these gentlemen have attained in
regard to matters of this kind.

COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: They have gained
their experiencs sinee they have been in
their present positions. '

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not all of
them, One or two of the members of the
Commission were associated with charities
long before the Commission eame into exist-
ence. It seems rather remarkable to me
that in recent ycars there have been very
few complaints in regard to the method
adopted by the Commission or the alloca-
tions it has made from time to time. As
a matter of faet, I think I would be safe
in saying that the only eomplaints we hear
are those made in this Chamber by two or
three members. Sir Hal Colebatch opposes
the Bill and he is quite consistent in his
attitude, He opposes the measure on prin-
ciple, not hecause the Commission is doing
something he does not care about, but be-
cause he does not believe in lotteries or in
any other form of gambling. One can
respeet his opinion, but unfortunately he,
loo, is given sometimes to making statements
that arc not strietly eorrect. Sir Hal said
that the money that goes to charities is
about 114d. out of each 2s. 6d. If ever there
was an exaggerated statement, tbat is one!
In order to put the matter clearly, I advise
the House that prize money absorbs 52 per
eent., eommission 10 per cent.,, working ex-
penses 4 per cent., and chavities get approxi-
mately 34 per cent.

Hon. 8ir Hal Colebateh: You are includ-
ing the Perth Hospital as a charity.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course [
am, The Lotteries (Control) Aet is my
authority for it. It is deliberately inserted
in the Aect.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: There is nothing
in the Act to suggest it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon,
member had better read the Act again. [
want to disabuse the mind of anyone who is
under the impression that charities bene-
fited to the extent suggested by Sir Hal
We can show that 10d. out of every
2s, 6d, has been alloeated by the Commission
to the various charities of the State. If I
attempted to reply to all the statements
made, T would be speaking for a long while.
I have answered some of the more im-
portant complaints. I have given the House
the actua] position in regard to the funds
heing provided for the Perth Hospital, and
I have indieated, too, that in every case
where an approach has been made to the
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Lotteries Commission in connection with the
hospitals of this State it has been received
with eonsideration. That being so and in
view of the present cirenmstances, I cannot
see that anyone has any ground for com-
plaint exeept that put forward by Sir Hal
where the objection was raised on prineiple.

In regard to the other function of the
Lotteries Commission, that is the raising
and distribution of money, we have much to
be thankful for in that the Commission bas
been so effteient in the way it has carried
out its business. There can be no question
about the integrity of the Lotteries Commis-
sion, or about its fairness when it comes to
8 question of distributing the available
money. I would like to see the Lotteries
('ommission become a permanent institution.
I do not think it is right that a commission
of this kind, handling the amount of money
that it does, should have to depend from
year to year on the continuance of this Act.
It should be established for » period of
years, or become g permanent institution.
Unfortunately at the present fime we cannot
denl with that phase of the subject. I do
hope, notwithstanding the strong eriticism
offered by one or two members, that this
House will again agree that the Lotteries
Commission should be allowed to function
for a further 12 months.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—COMPANIES.
In Committee,

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary in
charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—Short title and commencement.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on Clause 1 to which Sir Hal Colebatch had
moved an amendment to add to Subelanse
(1) the words: “but not until six muntha
after the cessation of hostilities in the pre-
sent war.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As I indi-
cufed at the last sitting of the Committee, 1%
has never been the intention of the Govern-
ment to proelaim this Bill until such time
as the commercial community has had an
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opportenity to understand its eontents. It
is certainly not our intention to proclaim
the Bill during the war. I have no objec-
tion to the amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is some objection
to it. It may be necessary for the Govern-
ment to allow some parts of the Bill to come
into operation. The amendment will pre-
clude the Government from allowing any
part of it to be put into operation. One
recommendation of the Select Committee has
already been put into effect, namely, thai
dealing with the stamp duty on the transfer
of shares.

"Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: It is essential
that this Bill be not proeclaimed until six
months after hostilities have ceased.

Hon. L. Craig: Or any part of it?

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: Yes, for the
reagon that it contains many provisions
which entail a tremendous amount of
office work being done by the auditors, the
Companies Office, legal offices and the com-
pany officials themselves. That will require
much labour that is not now available. It
may be said that this Bill is virtnally in
forece in the other States, but it was put
into force in thosc States when the neces-
sury labour was available. 1t will be almosi
unpossible to carry out the provisions of
the Bill within six months of the termina-
tion of hostilities.

Hen, C. F. BAXTER: I support the
amendment. Firms working on defence
contracts have piles of forms to sign and
are governed by numerous regulations which
entail a lot of work. The eommercial people
mmpose voluntary rationing so as fo give
their customers a reasonable chance. To-
day it is difficult to carry on any sort of
business, Weo should not ask the people
to do something that is not possible. With
the numerous reguiations and high taxation
imposed, business firms will be locking, not
for an inerease in business, but rather a
decrease.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Mr. Baxter’s re-
marks would have heen fitting if it were
proposed to proclaim the Bill immediately.
When it was introduced in another place,
and when it was being dealt with by a
Select Committee, we were given a definite
assurance that the legislation was not to be
proclaimed immediately, and Subclanse {2)
deals with that aspect. We ean rely upon
the assurance of the Government, which is
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inserted in the Bill, that it will not be pro-
claimed immediately, But in the Bill there
are provisions to give effeet to which might
be found necessary before the war is over.

Hon. L. Craig: Those relating to the flo-
tation of private companies for instance.

Hon. A. THOMSON: One of the main
reasons for the introduction of the Bill was
to deal with investing companies.

Hon, C. 1. Baxter: How can you form
an investing company today?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Companies such as
Litchfield’s could start as before.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: You eannot start
a company today without the permission of
Canberra.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Then why hesitate
to pass the clause? If members wish to
kill the Bill, it would have been fairer to
move that it be read n second time this
day six months, The measure has been con-
sidered by a Joint Scleet Committee and
we shonld be able to trust the Glovernment,
espeeiatly in view of what is set out in
Subelause (2).

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The
amendment js not intended as an attack on
the Bill, bul the commercial eommunity is
enlitled to some assurance that the measure
will not be brought into operation until six
months after the war. It is all very well
to say that the Bill has heen considered by
2 Joint Seleet Committee, but there are two
pages of amendments on the notice paper.
We have a company law which has served
this State for many years, and it can very
well earry us on until six months after
the war.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am not a
party to the suggestion that the Government
would not act properly in the matter, but
it iy only fair to provide for the measure
{0 come into operation six months after the
war. T want to aveid the risk of pressure
being brought to bear on the Government,
and if definite provision is made everyone
will understand the position,  Under the
National Security Regulations a company
cannot be formed af present.

Hon. L. Craig: Not without permission.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: It is impos-
sible to get permission,

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
o5 amended, agreed fo.

Clauge 2—agreed to.

[COUNCIL.]

Clause 3—Interpretation:
Hon. H. 8, W. PARKER: I move an
amendmenf—

That the definition of ‘attorney’’ be struck
out,

I do not like the definition; it is too wide.
Is there any need for it? I have not heen
able to find any reference in the Bill to
altorney except in relation to a foreign com-
pany. The definition does not appear in the
New South Wales Act, though I do not
know whether it is in the statutes of other
States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand the term is applied to a person ap-
pointed with written power of attorney as
distinet from an agent who may be appointed
in the ordinary way. The Solicitor General
has advised—-

The term ‘‘attornsy’’ has a aspecial legal
conuotation and is generally used in relation
to a person who is appointed by a principal
by means of a written power of attorney under
seal as distinct from an agent appointed by
ordinary writing or verbally. Consequently the
term being used in ita ordinary sense has a
narrow interpretation. ‘The definition is in-
tended to give the term the widest possible
interpretation necessary to cover all persons
employed by or acting for a company in a
fiduciary eapacity and in that way to avoid the
necessity of enumerating nll the various classes
of persons who may be in such a fiduciary
capacity in the various provisions of the Bill
which apply to such various classes of persons.
Thus, if the definition is deleted as proposed, in
all the very numerous provisions of the Bill
in which the term ¢‘attorney’’ now appears,
that term will have to be deleted and a state-
ment of all the varioua classes of persons now
mentioned in the definition will have to be sub-
stituted, Otherwise the term ‘‘attorney’’ now
in these provisions of the Bill will apply only
in its very narrow sense and ao will exclude
from sueh provisions all the classes of persons
in a fiduelary capacity whom such provisions
are intended to cover and must eover if the
provisiona arc to have an effeetive operation.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: In which
elause is the word “attorney” used?

The Chief Seeretary: In quite a number
of the clauses,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: 5o far as I
can see, a foreign company is the only one
that will require an attorney. Tt might be
advisable to postpone the discussion in order
that further information might be obtained.

Hon. G. W, MILES: What would be the
position when the director of a local com-
pany appoints somcbody with power of
attorney?
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Hon. H. S. W, Parker: That is a private
matter and has nothing to do with the Com-
panics Aect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The ohject
is to inelude certain persons who are acting
in a particular capacity. The definition
cannot do any harm.

Hon. 1. CRAIG: I cannot see any objec-
tion to the definition, which covers anybody
who acts for a company with anthority. Mr,
Parker has not shown that the definition
will do any haym.

Hon. H. 5. W, PARKER: A power of
attorney is a document. The Swan Brewery
is a foreign company, and a carter who de-
livers a case of beer at a house is the agent
for the time being of the brewery and there-
fore the attorney. We should adjourn con-
sideration of this definition. I ean see no
oceasion for it. It is not in the New South
‘Wales Aet and I have not yet had time to
read all the other relevant Aets. The word
“attorney” does not appear in this measure
except in the phrase “power of attorney.”

The Chief Secvetary: I do not think the
hon. member is quite correct in saying that.

Hon. H, 8. W, PARKER: May I sug-
gest we adjourn this definition?

The Chief Secretary: The hon. member
may recommit the Bill at some later stage.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment—

That the definition of ‘‘Mining purposes’’
ae struck out.
I eannot see any object in this definition.
Would I be exaggerating if I said that if a
persen dug & hole and removed the carth
for the purpose of a building, he would be
disturbing the earth and thus his aetion
would constitute mining purpeses? I put
an exfreme case.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The defini-
tion is inserted because the term is used in
Clause 12,

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: Surely we know
what a company formed for mining pur-
poses is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I wonder!

Hon, L. CRAIG: Evidence was given he-
fore the Joint Seleet Committee on this
clause. The first witness called said that the
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definition of ‘Mining purposes” was wide
cnough to cover quarrying.

The Chief Secretary: The definition ex-
cludes quarrying.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauoses 4 to 23—agreed to.

Clause 24—Registration:

The CHIEY SECRETARY: There are
two amendments to this clause. As I in-
formed the Committee yesterday, several
amendments on the notfice paper are fairly
lengthy; they have really been suggested by
the Registrar of Companies and are
designed to assist him in the administra-
tion of the Act should the Bill become
law. Ope of the amendments is also ve-
commended by the Registrar General of
Victoria,

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: Would the Chief
Seerctary postpone econsideration of these
amendments so that the Committee may have
an opportunity of studying them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I rcally
have not had time to study them myself and
I am cxtremely anxious that they should
receive proper consideration by the Com-
mittee.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, further
consideration of the clause postponed.

Clauses 25 to 27—agreed to.

Clause 28—Name of company:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Here again
I have a very lengthy amendment to move,
and in order ihat members shall bave an
opportunity to peruse it, I move—

That the consideration of the clause be post-
poned.

Motion put and passed; clause postponed.
Clavses 29 to 36—agreed to.
Propress reported.

Houge adjourned at 9.35 pm.



