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what happened after the last wvar. The ques-
tion is: Will it happen again after this
one? Many people think it will, and they
do not go behind anybody's back to say so,
even in wartime. It might encourag-e people
during the war to put forth their greatest
effort in connection with the war by promis-
ing them a new world after it, but there are
people in very high positions who attach
very Iitilc significance to that attitude of
mind and who conic right out in the open,
telling us quite clearly and plainly what
tbey think will hie the position after the
war. One of these gentlemen is named Sir
Ernest Benn, and r am sure members of this
House have had a pamphlet addressed to
them from him and his group of indivi-
dualists, entitled, "Hard Times Ahecad."

Mr. McDonald: He belongs to the dismal
brigade.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It is very dirnieult
to say at this stage whethier he does or not.

Mr. McDonald: I think he does.
Mr. F. C. L. SMTITH: One thing is cer-

tain: that he belongs to a group of indivi-
dualists9, people who think there ought to be
freedom for the individual to exploit the
rest of the community, to build tip industry
and enterlprise out of the huge profits that
they can make front the community if they
hav-e absolute freedomi from interference or
regimentation on the part of a Government.
Those are thte type of people thut Sir Ernest
Rena reproeuts-and he is not particularly
dismall, either, when all is said and done;
hecanse lie does not manke blind assertioni
in hi'; pamphlet without producing some
argument and some evidence to support his
contention. Anyhow, his pamiphlet shows
that the vision of a future world seen by so
many through rose-coloutred glasses is not
shared by all, and the statement that I
quoted from Mr. M2%enzics' remarks indicates
quite plainly that it is not shared by him.
The Atlantic Charter sets out that there
has to be the fullest collaboration between
till nations in the economic field with the
object of sertring for all improved labour
standards, economic advancement and social
security. How can 'ye live uip to that ideal
in our present condition of divided authority
and with the restricted powers that the cen-
tral authority now has in connection with
the very matters that are implied in that
statement in the Atlantic Charter?

How can we reasonably hope in our ex-
isting condition of divided authority, to have

ain experience very different from the ex-
perienee that followed the last war? If all
tie powers retained and at present exercised
by the States in peace-time are still retained
byv them, I say that they will be used by
each of the respective States towards main-
taininig its existing advantages and main-
tainig, the existing economic inequalities be-
tweii those States. So far as this State is
concerted, it can gain nothing- from the re-
tention of powers that are shanred equally
by all States or froni the granting of pri-
vileges that are shared equally by alt States.
I look upon this campaign that has already
begun in thev Eastern States for the reten-
tion of State rights as a campaign for the
restoration and retention of profit-making
privileges secured in most of the States by
reactionary Legislative Councils. If the
Atlantic Charter is going to mean anything
to this country. its, expressed intentions and
iplications will have to be carried out by

a national plan, and the national plan wil
have to be Commonwealth-xvide in its
char-acter and not the product of a confer-
ence between States at which the represent-
atives will wrangle like delegates at a Paris
peace conference and achieve nothing, do
nothing--or do very littla--to further the
objectives which arc so freely desired while
the war is on hut which Will become
secondiary, without a national plan, when
at lust peace reigns once more in iterna-
tionul affairs.

Progress reported.

Homse adjourned at 10.45 p.m.

11ednesday, 22nd September, 1943.
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QUESTION-FARMERS' DEBTS
ADJUSTMENT ACT.

Ajs to Receivers and Funds.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief

Secretary: 1, How many persons are at pre-
sent holding appointments as receivers under
the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act? 2,

-How many are officers of the AgriculturalI
Bank? 3, How many are not officers of the
Agricultural Bank? 4. What are the total
funds handled by all receivers up to the
30th June, 1043?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Three. 2, None. 3, Three. 4, Information
not available.

BILL-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. E. K. HEENAN (North-East)
[4.37]: This is a war-time measure, and it
baa the laudable intention of providing
means whereby members of the Fighting
Forces will be able to exercise a vote at the
forthcoming State election. Every member
of the House will agree with meo when I
say it is our duty to provide the machinery
by which the members of the Armed Forces
will be able to exercise the great preroga-
tive of recording their votes. This measure
stipulates that qualified members of the
Forces shall be entitled to vote for the dis-
tricts in which they resided immediately
prior to enlistment. All members of the
Navy, the Army and the Air Force will be
so entitled. The measure is restricted in its
operations to that portion of the South-
West Pacific zone as may be proclaimed
from time to time. The effect of that will
he that members of the Forces who happen
to be in England, America, Canada or
such other places will, unfortunately, be
precluded from voting. I assume that the
great delay that would be involved in tak-
ing votes from those men does not warrant
their being included. We must agree that
the reason is quite sound.

Hon. J. Cornell: You will find when the
vote is taken that thousands of men will
have left W~estern Australia and are out-
side of that area.

Hon. E. Mf. HEENAN: I do not know
anything about that. The measure is very
similar to the provisions that operated ilt
the recent Federal e.leetion.- One vital dif-
ference is that this Bill proposes to extend

the franchise to all qualified members of
the Forces who are on active service. This.
meanis that all members of the Forces, irre-
spective of age, will be entitled to vote pro-
vided they are on active service. In the
recent Federal elections, only those membeis
of the Forces of the age of 18 and outside
the three-mile limit were entitled to vote. 1
see no reason why this House should not
pass the Bill as it stands. It is a war-time
measure, and we should not deprive the
members of the Forces wbo happen to be
within Australia of privileged which we are
going to give to members of the Forces who
happen to be in New Guinea.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have you studied the
Bill at allt

on. E. M. HEENAN: Yet,. Has the
hon. member any further question?

Hon. C. F, Baxter: That is a peculiar
statement for a legal man to make.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Several objec-
tions have been raised to the Bill. Mr.
Baxter evidently thinks it so involved as to
necessitate its being referred to a Select
Committee. I hope that not many members
will agree with his proposal. In suggest-
ing that course, I do not think Mr. Baxter
was very sincere.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You have no right to
say that. Mr. President, I ask the hon.
mnember to withdraw that statement.

The PRESIDENT:. The hon. member
will withdraw.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I withdraw. It
was a misunderstanding-

The PRESIDENT: Do I understand that
the hon. member unreservedly withdraws
the statement?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes. I intended
to convey my opinion that every member
of this House will regard the measure as
a simple one, and will not find any valid
reason for occupying time by submitting
it to a. Select Committee. There is room
for a difference of opinion en the question
of thn' age of 18. Some members'seem to
think that the statement, "A young man
who is old enough to fight is old enough to
vote"' is a catch-cry devoid of merit or
virtue. I differ from that opinion.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Would you
give a vote also to the aborigines in the
AlP..?

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I cannot see any
analogy between giving a vote to an abori-
ginal and to a white Australian. They are
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two different classes of people. That argu-
ment is without merit.

Hon. J. Cornell: Both of them can be
soldiers.

Hon. E. Mv. HEENAN: We do not give
aborigines a vote in normal times.

Hon. G. B. Wood: In normal times we
do not give a vote to children, either.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is on
bad ground.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I subscribe to

the view that if a young man or woman is
accepted as being of adequate age to
fight-

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do the women fight?
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: -he or she is

entitled to exercise the prerogative of vot-
ing on the question of who shall govern
them. When a young man enlists, he
assumes the obligations of manhood.
One speaker contended that these young
men know nothing about polities and little
of anything else. I think it was Mr. Wood
who made that statement. Few members
will agree with him. A young man on
enlisting assumes the obligations of man-
hood, and I consider he is quite entitled
to vote. I cannot see any argument against
reducing the general age, and I believe the
time will come when we shall get away
from the age of 21 and make it 18. In
these days a young man is better educated
and better able to fulfil the obligations of
manhood at the age of .18 than one of that
age wvas 40 or 50 years ago.

Honl. J. Cornell: He would not have had
a vote at all 40 or 50 years ago.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I join with Mr.
Cornell in regretting that members of the
merchant navy service are not included. In
a measure of this sort, however, provision
cannot he made for everybody, and I do
not think any great harm will be done by
omitting those men. I do not suppose
there would be many of them, and cer-
tainly it would be very difficult to locate
them and take their votes.

Hon. A. Thomson: Where is provision
made to include members of the Navy?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: In the definition
clause-" member of the Forces'' means a
person who is or has been a member of the
Defence Force of the Commonwealth and
who is or has been on active service during
the present wvar. That covers members of
the Army, Navy and Air Force.

Hon. J1. Cornell: Provided they are in
the South Western Pacific zone.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes.
Hon. J. Cornell: Men outside of that

zone are not included.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I regret that we

cannot give a vote to the boys who are in
England and the United States of Ame-
rica, but I understand it would take four
or five months to do so. 'That would involve
almost insurmountable difficulties. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

HON.' W.' J. MANN (South-West): I
listened with a great deal of interest to the
varying views expressed by members onl
this Bill, but am unable to understand how
some of them can reconcile their statements.
For instance, we were told that any mem-
ber of the Forces-mian or woman-who
has reached the age of 18 years has assumed
the duties of adult citizenship and for that
reason should be accorded a vote at the
forthcoming election. I shall not labour,
that point nor shall I question it, but I
say it is wrong to suggest that a person
who is in Australia, or within the A.I.F.
zone to the north of Australia, should be
recognised as an adult citizen while people
engaged in the merchant service should not
be so recognised. I understand that the
main reason advanced why people outside
the area mentioned are not included is that
too much time would be entailed in securing
their votes and having them counted. There
is another means of solving this problem.
I understand New Zealand has extended the
franchise to all the members of its Forces
over the age of 18 years, irrespective of
where they are situated. Surely, this State
can do what New Zealand has done. I
point out also that the month when in the
ordinary course of events the election for
another place will take place is March
next, and consequently there is aple time
between now and March to collect and count
the votes of those entitled to vote, no matter
where they may be situated. In my opin-
ion, a good ease has not been made out for
this circumscribed vote.

Another 'point, raised by Mr. Cornell,
with regard to the nominal roll is an ex-
cellent idea and I think it would consider-
ably simplify the proceedings. I am not
going to argue statements concerning a girl
typist who has just turned the age of 18
years being looked upon as serving in the
fighting line or in the battle area; that is
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beside the question. But those working in piece of legislation should be so drafted as
munition factories or in essential Govern-
ment departments should have this privi-
lege extended to them. Take the Railway
Department. Young men are working there,
I understand, 12-hour shifts and have been
(Icing so for many a long day. Are they
not engaged in an essential service and do-
ing wvork of the highest valuel

Hon. J. Cornell: They are doing work
more essential thain that done by many per-
sons in uniform.

Hon. W. J. MJAN: The Department of
Supply and Shipping comes to my mind.
Young men and young women are en-
gaged by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in that department and are doing
war work, but they are not to be con-
sidered in this matter. The whole mie-
sure bristles with peculiar features that
are anomalous. The idea that a Select
Committee should be appointed! is a
good one. Such a committee might very
well assist the Government to a great extent
by making recommendations to improve the
machinery for taking these votes. I would
be the last to suggest that young men i .n
the battle areas who are facing death almost
daily should be denied the right to vote,
should they desire it. I recall that some
two years ago we had before us two Bills
to prolong the life of Parliament, but I have
no recollection of hearing on those occa-
sions that the franchise should be extended
to the people to wvhom it is now proposed
to give it in the event of those Bills being
defeated. In saying this, I am not speak-
ing of this Chamber but of another place.

sugge:t that this move has been brought
about by the action of the Commonwealth
Government in introducing legislation on
-similar lines. We can well afford to pro-
ceed slowly in this matter. All members
who have spoken agree that it is vital for
those who are fighting for the common good
to have every possible facility extended to
them. They should be recog-nised as citizens
worthy of every consideration. I shall
vote for the second reading and shall also
support the motion for a Select Committee,
if it is moved.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East) : T
gather from the remarks of some members
that they regard this as quite a simple
measure, although I must confess that to
me it presents a very difficult problem. This

to extend the vote to members of the Forces
and at the same time maintain the secrecy
of the ballot, if the election is to be eon-
flueted as it should be. I am sure even
member of this Chamber has the best wil
possible towards thle men to whom the fran-
chise is proposed to be extended; we all want
to do something to assist them. Were it
otherwise, Mr. Cornell's devastating criticism
of this Bill, as well as the problems which
lie instanced will have to be faced, would
have effectually disposed of and killed
the Bill stone-dead. The difficulties that
amongst others present themselves to my
mind are how the returning officers, who.
ever they may be, are going to distinguish
betwveen the soldiers who come along to vote.
as to whether they are qualified to record a
vote, and whether they are even Western
Australians. I understand that many of our
units are very much mixed up with the per-
sonnel from various other States. I know
of one Western Australian unit that was
very much) below strength, and was pro-
vided with reinforcements from Queensland
and 'New South Wales, lbut it is generally
regarded as a Western Australian unit.
How would the officer presiding decide which
of those men were qualified to vote? The
men Would not have their attestation papers
with them. They woold have to be pro-
vided with a form of nominal roll, which
could not be up-to-date if the unit was in
ant area where active fighting operations
were going on, owing to casualties, evacua-
tions and other reasons.

We might have the position where some
soldier would prevail upon cobbers of his
from New South Wales or Queensland to go
with him and cast their votes also. I do not
see anything to prevent that. No responsi-
bility appears to be put upon these officers.
The Commonwealth Government is prepared
to assist, but what supervision would there
be, what obligation would there be on the
officers to see that the election in those areas
was properly conducted? If in all these
circumstances the election in those areas
was not properly conducted, or the methods
adopted were unsatisfactory, I cannot see
the Defence Department taking any dis-
ciplinary action against the officers eon-
corned, if they belong to units that are in
ac-tual fighting operations. More especially
is that likely to be so because this is to be
an election for the State Parliament, and
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the Commonwealth Government is, so far as
1 know, made up of gentlemen who would
prefer to see State Parliaments altogether
eliminated. The Bill does not provide ade-
quate safeguards against this sort of thing.
Mr. Baxter's proposal for the appointment
of a Select Committee, so that the measure
may be gone into exhaustively and provision
made to deal with dangers of that kind and
other kinds which hnve been mentioned, is
appropridte.

Hon. J. Cornell: There i6 another con-
tingency, namnely the diversion of troops
from here to Ceylon and India.

Hon. H. L.. ROCHE: Anyone who had
experience of soldiering in the last war -will
know how little interest is taken by the
majority of the men concerned ia this sort
of thing, and how loath the commanding
officers are to have their training or active
operations interfered with by -such a thing
as an election. It must be obvious to them
that the greatest difficulty will be experienced
in having an election conducted in the case
of servicemen on anything like proper lines.
I am not clear as to who the returning offi-
cers will he or what their number will be.
Will they be appointed for each battalion
to which reinforcements have been sent
from Western Australia? In some batta-
lions a few Western Australian soldiers
have been enrolled, and in others there arc
a great many from this State. Several of
the divisional and corps units, such as the
artillery and Army Service Corps1 arc made
up of men from all parts of Australia.

Ron. J. Cornell: From every State,
Ron. H. L. HOC HE: Western Austra-

lians will be found in most or all of them
to a greater or lesser degree. What provi-
sion will he made for the appointment of
returning officers atnd for some control and
supervision 9 So far as the Bill goes, I see
very little provision for that sort of thing.
Unless- a Select Committee is appointed to
produce a Bt]U that will he much more effec-
tive than this one, the election as regards
many of the services involved will be far-
cical, even if it does not degenerate into
something even worse. There may he some
people interested enough to endeavour to
achieve* results which would not be possible
uinder the Electoral Act. This is a differ-
ent proposition from the Federal elections,
for one reason in particular, namely, that
the Commonwealth Government is in charge
of the Army, all the officers are called upon

automatically to carry out instructions, and
disciplinary action can be taken where there
is any dereliction of duty. It would, there-
fore, be the duty of such officers to conduct
the elections as laid down by their super-
iors.

In a State election we cannot hope to
achieve that ideal, though I understand the
Commonwealth Government is prepared to
assist to some extent. That Government,
however, is averse to taking such action as
it found necessary in connection with the
elections on the 21st August. With respect
to conferring the vote upon all and sundry
in the Force, upon people under the age of
21, that proposal meets with my opposition.
I am averse to any reduction in age that will
qualify people to vote at an election, even
as civilians. Under the National Security
Regulations all members of the Military
Forces in Australia are deemed to be on
active service. I refer to the regulation
published in the Commonwealth "Gazette" on
the 15th April, 1942. As this Bill pur-
ports to give a vote to all people below the
age of 21 who are on active service, it
means that it will apply to everyone who
is on military service in Australia. In fact,
the measure is so far-reaching in that re-
spect that one wonders what it will not em-
brace. It will apply to members of the
V.D.C. who are nder the age of 21, be-
cause they form a portion of the Military
Forces of the Commonwealth. In that or-
ganisation there are lads who have never
left home or given up their jobs, though
they have devoted some time to prepara-
tions for the defence of the country if it
is invaded. Then there are the girls, who,
also will be included.

There are numbers of young fellows in
sedentary occupations who arc in -uniform,
but who possibly in some instances, because
they are medically unfit for front-line ser-
vice, will never see active fighting. They
are nothing else but civilians in uniform
on the Government payroll, and will -never
see an angry man if the war lasts for 2fr
years. I see no reason why the franchise
should he extended to such people when it
is not extended to others in essential occn-
patioiis. Perhaps one of the knottiest pro-
blems before us in connection with this
question is how to provide for men under
21 who are actually oversea, and serving in
a theatre of war. There cannot be many of
themi, because the Mlinister for the Army
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has given an assurance that lads of -18 or
19 would not be sent away for front-line
service. There will, however, be some who
have put their ages forward and some who
probably got away before that decision was
arrived at. Rather than have the Bill in its
present form giving a vote to all these
people, I shall he prepared to face the pros-
pect, little as I would like to do it, of de-
leting all provisions concerning people un-
der the age of 21. 1 would, however, pre-
fer that all those who are serving oversaa
in any theatre of war should be given the
vote, regardless of age.

The more I consider this measure, the
more I feel that it justifies reference to a
'Select Committee. I have difficulty in see-
ing, because of the manner in which it is
framed, that any general control can be
exercised, or how the problems I have
,enumerated and those which have been re-
ferred to by various speakers can be over-
come; how, in the circumstances, the loss
of a ballot-box can be avoided or the tamp-
ering with a ballot-box can he safe-guarded
against. There is also the position in which
this Parliament may find itself regarding
the regulations that will have to be made.
True, this House can disallow regulations,
but when it does so and they are re-intro-
duced, it is possible we will not have time
to disallow them. again before Parliament
is dissolved preparatory to an election. I
think it is in the best interests of all con-
,cerned that we should give very material
consideration to these proposals, and I see
no better way to do so than to refer the
Bill to a Select Committee.

HON. F. E!. GIBBON (Metropolitan-
'Suburban) : I should like briefly to define
my attitude on this measure. I intend to
supprt the seond reading in the hope that
ra9dical amendments may be made in Com-
mnittee. Every effort should be put forth
to enable those men and women who arc
fighting our battles in combat areas to
-reord their votes. I have, however, an oh-
jeetion to griving the vote to everyone who
'happens to be in uniform and over the age
of 18. It has been suggested that if a per-
son is old enough to fight he is old enough
to vote, and to a certain extent I would
subscribe to that principle, if one could
define fighting in the ordinary way, as we
know it. I admit that many of the terms
used in the measure are difficult to under-

stand. I always imagined that active ser-
vice was one where people were engaged in
the fighting line. I cannot imagine that a
girl who is wearing a uniform and pouring
out afternoon tea in a mess in Albany can
be regarded as being on active service or
engaged in fighting.

I should like to make some comparison
with that organisation with which most of
us are associated, namely, the A.RP. That
body came into existence at the outbreak of
war, and when Japan entered into the eon-
flict its aeti'jties were 'greatly extended.
Many hundreds of young men and women in
the metropolitan area have given hours of
their time in a voluntary capacity to pre.
pare themselves to undertake work that will
be essential should the enemy ever attack
our shores. Fortunately that has not hap-
pened to us. These young people who arc
under 21 years of age are not in uniform.
They wear a badge. They are not paid for
their services. If a. girl who, although in
uniform, may merely be doing a bit of
typing or working in the Air Force offices
is entitled to a vote, then these A.R.P.
workers are entitled to a much greater ex-
tent to exercise the franchise.

I am prepared to admit that the Govern-
ment might be agreeable to giving the young
A.R.P. workers the right to vote, but I am
opposed to that because they are not doing
work in a war zone. I trust something can
be done to enable men and women who are
doing the actual fighting for us to record
their votes. As to the difficulties associated
with implementing such a scheme, I leave
that phase to the electoral officers, for I do
not know much about it. I am; sincerely
hopeful that every effort will be made to
give the vote to those who should be entitled
to exercise the franchise, but to restrict the
privilege to them and not to extend it to
others whom I do not regard as entitled to
the concession.-

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BIL-COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Second Beading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.18] in
moving the second reading said: Members
will recognise in this Bill proposals which
were submitted during last session providing
for the compulsory retirement on a pen-
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sion of coalminers at 60 years of age,
and for the retirement on a pension
of those coalminers who, in certain cir-
eumnstanees, become incapacitated whilst
employed in the coalmnining industry
The provisions of the Bill are substan-
tinily the same as those of its predecessor,
but certain alterations have been made
which it is hoped wvill now make the legis-
lation acceptable to Parliament. It will be
recalled that many of the principles
of the previous Bill were approved by
this House, but that it was finally lost
because of the failure of managers of both
Houses to agree on two proposals, namely,
the inclusion of surface workers in the
pensions scheme, and the financial arrange-
mnents by which the contributions were to
be made by coalmining companies. Before
that stage had been reached, much argu-
ment had ensued on the merits and de-
merits of the two proposals to which I
refer, and members will recall the pro-
longed debates on the relevant clauses
wvhen the Bill was in Committee. However,
the appointed managers could not come to
any agreement, and the Bill was dropped.

In the intervening period between this
and last session, the Government has had an
opportunity further to consider the pro-
posal of granting pension benefits to comn-
puilsorily retired coalminers. All the argu-
mernts for and against the previous Bill
have bad careful consideration, with the
result that it has been decided to bring
another measure forward. The Govern-
mnerit makes no apology for so doing. It
has long been convinced that there is every
justification for the claim of the Collie
miners for a pensions scheme; the more so
when it is borne in mind that coalminers
in other States arc already participating
in the benefits of such a scheme.,
New South Wales, Queensland and Vic-
toria have recognised the principle of the
compulsory retirement of coalminers and
the( payment of a pension by the passing
of the necessary legislation.

Having in mind that the previous mea-
.sure wats before members only five months
ago, I do not propose at this stage to deal
with all the clauses in the Bill, but to
eover only its most important phases. The
measure hlas been divided into five parts,
.and in the event of its provisions becom-
ing law, Parts 1 and 5 dealing with the
preliminary contents and miscellaneous
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provisions will come into operation imme-
diately. Parts 2, 3 and 4 deal with the
compulsory retirement of mine workers at
60 years of age and the pensions payable;
the establishment of a pensions tribunal
to administer the fund and generally
manage the whole pensions scheme, and the
establishment of a fund to be known as
the Coal Mine Workers' Pensions Fund,
and the contributions to it. These por-
tions will come into force by proclamation.

The definition of "mine worker'' as con-
tamned in the previous Bill has been re-
tained in this measure. In the definition
it is provided that a "mine worker"
mneans-

(a) a person who is employed (whether
underground or above ground) in or about a
coal mine in the State by the owner of the
mine;

(b) a Person who was at any time after the
thirty-first day of December, 1937, engaged it
the coal industry in this State;

(e) a person who has at any time after the
31st day of December, 1937, and before the
commencement of this Act become perman-
ently incapacitated by injury by an accident
which happened to him while he was em-
ployed in or about a coal mine in this State
.ad which entitled him to compensation in
accordance with the provisions of the Workers'
Compensation Act, 1912-41;

(d) a person who is employed by the owner
of a coal mine in this State and who in the
course of such employment is principally en-
gaged in the transport of coal from the mine
to the point of delivery by the owner; and for
tile purposes of this paragraph ''point of de-
livery'' means the place at which coal is de-
livered by' the owner of the mine to a railway
for transportation;

(e) a cheek weigher or miner's check in-
sp~eetor;

(f) a workmen's inspector appointed under
the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation
Act, 1902-40;

(a) an elected official of an industrial or
trade union of employees, or of an association
of employees registered as an organisation
under the Commonwealth Conciliation and Ar-
bitration Act, 1904-34, or under the State In-
dustrial Arbitration Act, 1912-41.

It will he noted that surface workers are
included in the definition. It is consid-
ered that the surface worker is as essen-
tial to the carrying on of the coal mining
industry as are those wvorking under-
ground. Furthermore, the big majority of
surface workers have worked for con-
siderable periods underground prior to
being placed in employment on the surface.
Many surface workers have been trans-
ferred from underground to the surface
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because of increasing age or other reasons,
such as injuries rendering men unfit for
further work underground. To differen-
tiate between workers in the industry by
providing pensions for one section and
excluding others is unfair as well as un-
desirable. Embarrassment would be in-
herent in any such proposal. In any ease,
the pensions scheme will be on a contri-
butory basis, and any man covered by it
will be required to make a contribution to
the fund from which the pensions scheme
is to be financed.

All those covered by the definition of
"miine worker'' are essential in the pro-
duction of coal and should therefore share
in the proposals for a pension scheme. In
respect to a union official, about -which the
rquery was previously raised as to the
reason for his inclusion in such a Bill, simi-
lar provisions exist in the pension schemes
approved of by statutes in New South
WVales, Queensland and Victoria. Such an
official's contribution to thc scheme, as is
provided for in this Bill, is on a basis dif-
ferent. fro 'm that applying to the other
contributionsz. He will contribute at the
same rate as a mine worker, hut the bal-
mice of the contribution will be paid by
the union.

Under the provisions of the Bill the em-
ployment of a mine worker over the age
of 60 years is prohibited. It is provided
that mine workers over that age must be
retired, and those who are over age at the
time the Act comes into force must cease
aetivities within three months of its, corn-
ineneement. Persons over the age of 60
who are not employed in a mine at the
conmmencemnent of the Act cannot obtain
employment in at mine thereafter. The tI-
banal to be set tip under the Bill has
power to suspend the operations of the
relevant clause in this connection. In
other words, it would have the right to
say that mine workers over the age of 60
can continue in the industry or hie engaged
for the first time in it.

The compulsory provision in the Bill for
the retirement of men at 60 years of age
will not be put into effect during, the wvar.
Members will readily appreciate that it has
been very difficult during the war, and par-
ticularly in recent months, to produce suf-
icient coal at Collie to enable the essential

requirements of the State to be fully met.
This has been largely due to the fact that

most of the younger men from the Collie
mines enlisted in one or other of the Fight-
ing Services in the early period of the war.
Coed production today is, therefore, depend-
ent upon the efforts of the older men, some
of whom are over 60 years of age. Some
a-re over 70. It would therefore he unwise
compulsorily to retire men over that age
until the younger men have returned from
the war and aire again available for em-
ployment in the industry.

This Bill, by providing for the cornpul-
sory retirement on pension of miners upon
reaching 60 years of age, will beyond ques-
tion ensure certain employment in the in-
dustry for the young men when they come
back from the war. It sets out that the
pensions tribunal shall consist of three
members. One will be nominated by the
Government and will be the chairman. Thu
second member will be appointed on the
nomination of the mine workers, and the
third on the nomination of the coalmine
owners. As -soon as practicable after its
appointment, the tribunal will be required to
estimate the amount of income needed to
finance the pensions scheme from year to
year. This will mean estimating the amount
of income needed to finance the pensions
scheme from year to year. This will mean
estimating, the amount required to meet
current pension payments, administration
costs,, and-most important of all-the es-
tablishment and maintenance of a reserve
fund to be known as the "Coal Mine Work-
ers' Pensions Fund," which is to be kept at
the Treasury. The tribunal will also have
the responsibility of deciding what contri-
butions are to be paid to the fund by the
various contributing parties-namely the
Government, the mineowriers and the work-
ers.

The Bill provides that the Government's
contribution shall be equal to one quarter
of the total amount requnired for the first
year, or the sum of £2,000, whichever is the
smaller amount. in the succeeding years
the Government will be required to pay
one quarter of the total anmount, with a
maxinum of £2,500 in the second year,
£3,000 in the third year, £3,500 in the
fourth year, £4,000 in the fifth year, and
£4,500 in the sixth year and all succeed-
ing years, whilst the companies -will be
called upon to find two-thirds of the bal-
ance required, and the workers wdll have to
co ntribute one-third of that balance.
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By the previous Bill the companies were
to be called upon to meet out of their own
.profits 50 per cent, of their total contribu-
tion to the scheme; the balance of their con-
tribution was to be passed on by increasing
the price of coal. The companies were also
enabled to finance contributions to the fund
from profits out of dividends which might
be due to preference shareholders, and no
maximum was Set regarding the proportion
of the companies' contribution to be met
from profits. This Bill alters that principle
to the extent of providing a maximum of
2d. per ton to be paid by the companies
from their own profits. That will be the
limit they will be called upon to pay from
profits. Flurthermore, this Bill does not com-
pel the companies to obtain their payment
from profis from any particular source or
direction. The companies have absolute dis-
cretion in this regard.

Special provisions are contained in the
Bill for the calculation of periods of em-
ployment. Any mine worker who is absent
from the State or from his employment upon
wvar service, as defined in the Commonwealth
Defence Act, or upon any kind of work in
connection with the present war, shall be
deemed to have been continuously resident
in the State and to have been employed in
oi about a coal mine during -the period of
his absence, and during such absence a mine
worker will not be required to contribute
to the fund. Award holidays, annual leave,
sickness or accident do not break the con-
tinuity of residence or employment. Even
short absences from the State do not affect
the workers' rights in this connection as
long as the total period of absences does not
exceed oue-tenth of the total period of resi-
dence.

Dealing with pensions, the Bill provides
that a mine worker in employment when the
relevant part of the Act commences or when
he becomes 60 years of age, whichever is
the later, or who is nob employed when the
part commences hut was so employed dur-
ing the 12 months prior thereto and worked
for at least 60 days as a mine worker, is
entitled upon retirement to a pension of
£e2 per week, provided, of course, that the
residential and working qualifications as set
out in the Bill are complied with. The
maximum rate of pensions to be paid per
week to any retired miners will be £2.

There is a proposal in the Bill which pro-
vides for a pension of £2 per week in the

case of mine workers permanently incapaci-
tated. A rate of 30s. per week is provided
for certain other classes of workers. A pen-
sion rate is provided for a wife of 25s. per
week, and one of 8is. 6d. per week for every
dependent child under 16 years of age.
The maximum amount~ jcIimable by any
one pensioner on behalf of himself, his wife
and children is fixed at £4 10s. 6d. per wveek.
In the event of the retired miher dying, the
pension of his widow will be 30s. a week.
Provisions are contained in the Bill which
irk operation will reduce the amount of pen-
nioL1 any one family can receive from the
fund. For instance, income received by a
family by way of old age or invai,: pen-
sion, child endowment, widows' peison, or
from workers' compensation sources, or
from other sources specifically set out in
the Bill, is to be deductable from the amount
of pension to be received from the fund.

It will be recalled that when the previous
Bill was in this Chamber, provision was
made by way of an amendment to give the
tribunal power to reduce pensions payable
from the fund for the purpose of enabling
each pensioner, when eligible, to draw the
full amount of either the old age or the
invalid pension. The same provision exists
in this Bill. Provision has also been made
whereby this State can eater into reciprocal
arrangements with other States where simi-
lar pension schemes are in operation.
It will be agreed, I hope, that these reci-
procal arrangements are desirable in the in-
terests of workers in at particular industry.

The Bill contains many other provisions,
most of which are of a machinery chanacier.
They deal with questions such as the ex-
amination of accounts each year and their
presentation to Parliament, and the actua-
rial investigations which will have to be
carried out at least once in every three
years by the Government Actuary, who is
moreover given discretionary power to
make more frequent actuarial investigations
if he considers them to be necessary.

Those remarks, Xj think, cover the main
provisions in the Bill. Members should have
a good knowledge of its proposals, which, as
I stated at the outset, are substantially
the same as those of the Bill submitted
last session. If any further information is
desired, then I will be only too pleased to
supply it when the Hill is in Committee. I
cormmend the measure to the House, in the
hope that this State will make a substan-
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tial step forward in social welfare this
year by providing a pensions scheme for
the coalminers, so bringing this State into
line with Queensland, New South Wales
and Victoria, in which States pension
schemes are now operating. I hope mem-
bers will agree that Western Australian
coalminers in regard to pensions are to be
treated in the 'same way as coalminers in all
other parts of Australia.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Treated differ-
etly from everybody else, from all other
workers I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. There
arc other workers than coalminers receiv-
ing pensions. The essential point of dif-
ference between this Bill and the previous
measure is that the contribution of the mine-
owners will not erceed 2d. per ton, and
that any additional contribution required
will be met by an increase in the price of
coal. I move-

That the Bil be now read. a seeond time.
On motion by Mon. W. J. Mann, debate

adjourned.

BILL-TOWN PLANNING AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT AMENDEFY.

Second .Reading.

TEE HONORARY MINISTER (5.42] in
moving the second reading said: This
measure is intended to frustrate the efforts
on the part of unscrupulous persons to
evade the provisions of the Town Planning
Act. The Bill proposes to amend Sections
21 and 25 of the Town Planning and
Development Act, 1928, which is an Act
relating to the planning and development
of land for urban, suburban and rural pur-
poses. The Act provides that no plan of
subdivision or diagram of survey shall be
registered in the Titles Office until the
plan has been approved by the Town Plan-
ning Board, and that no persons shall sub-
divide or sell land as lots until the plan
has been approved by the board. It also
provides that no transfer or conveyane
or mortgage of any area of land contain-
ing less than half an acre shall be regis-
tered in the Titles Office until it has been
approved by the board. In every case a
board decision is subject to the right of
appeal to the Minister. It will be noted
that leases are not included in these pro-
visions.

In the last ten years the Town Planning
Board has refused many applications to
re-subdivide lands in unduly small parcels,
more especially in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
and in the city of Perth. It has done this
to prevent the re-subdivision of land into
areas too small reasonably to accommodate
a dwelling, whereby slum conditions could
be established. That action has been
taken in the interest of all sections of the
community. The prevention of slum con-
ditions is one of the main functions of the
Town Planning Board. However, certain
people have found a loophole in the Act
by which they are registering in the Titles
Office leases of small areas of land for 99
and 999 years, thereby establishing sub-
divisions in f act, which subdivisions
would not be approved by the Town Plan-
ning Board had the proposition been sub-
mitted on a freehold basis. If the prac-
tice becomes general, and indeed it is in-
creasing, then the whole of the relevant
sections of the Act can he evaded by
those seeking to do so.

By this Bill, theref ore1 it is proposed to
rectify the situation by bringing leases of
land comprising less then half an acre for
any term exceeding 21 years, under the
jurisdiction of the Town Planning Board,
to the samec extent as now prescribed in
regard to transfers, conveyances and mort-
gages. Any person aggrieved at a deci-
sion of the hoard will have the right of
appeal to the Minister. No attempt is
being made to control leases below a term
of 21 years. It is emphasised that the pro-
posal is that all leases exceeding 21 years
shall be subject to the approval of the
board. It is considered that the control-
ling of leases under that term might in-
flict a certain amount of hardship in cer-
tain instances, and might also embarrass
normal business transactions.

I ani sure that members who in 1928
decided to eliminate from the measure
what was then considered unnecessary. will
now support this proposal because of the
opportunity which is being taken by
a small hut unscrupulous section of the
community to avoid the provisions of the
Act and thereby destroy altogether the
effect and purpose of town planning legis-
lation. This matter was brought before
the Town Planning Commissioner in the
first instance by the Registrar of Titles,
who noticed that these leases were going
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through. I am sure that all members will
realise the necessity for preventing such
action by unscrupulous persons. By pass-
ing this legislation we will debar people
from making use of land in such a way as
to create slum conditions.

Hon. A. Thomson: Does this Bill apply
to business premises as well?

The HONORARY MSTER: Yes, and
to houses. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker,
debate adjourned.

BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMVENDENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
J5.49]: I think we are all indebted to Dr.
Hislop for the illuminating information he
supplied to us concerning the distributiou
of the money raised by the Lotteries Com-
mission. Some of his remarks seem to in-
dicate that it is time an overhaul of the
general administration of hospitals was
undertaken. I confess that he rather startled
me when he stated that Dr. Atkinson, upon
whom we look as being the principal medical
officer of the State, has no control over or
say in the administration of hospitals.

The Chief Secretary: You did not assume
that that was correct? That is the kind of
information for which you can thank the
hon. member!I

Hon. A. THOMSON: It was certainly
news to me. The Lotteries Commission has
performied a very useful function in Western
Australia. While I respect the views of
those members who would like to see the
Lotteries Commission put out of existence.
I consider it would be a foolish act on the
part of this House to defeat the measure.
Possibly I am one of those members who
think that the metropolitan area is receiv-
ing undue preference in regard to the
amount of money provided for the Perth
Hospital, but I am not going to move for
the appointment of a Select Committee, be-
cause such action tends to be regarded as
an attempt to delay the transaction of busi-
ness. But it is possible that the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee, during the next
session of Parliament, might achieve the re-
sult Dr. Hislop seems to have in mind.

Certainly he knows a great deal more from
the professional point of view than does the
ordinary layman.

There appear to be great disabilities in
many country areas in connection with ade-
quate medical attention. From the balance
sheet submitted to the House, however, it
can be seen that country hospitals as a
whole, and infant health. centres and similar
movements have derived very considerable
benefit from money which has been received
from the Lotteries Commisison and which
otherwise would have gone to waste. I was
in another place when this measure was
first introduced and, for quite a number of
years, I have been pointing to the wonder-
fuil benefits derived by Queensland from its
Golden Casket lotteries. I have also, in the
past, drawn attention to the enormous
amount of money which goes to Tasmania
week after week and month after month.
Much of that money camne from this State
which, therefore, did not derive any benefit
except when people were fortunate enough
to obtain prizes. The appointment of the
Lotteries Commission has led to the pro-
vision of a considerable sum of money for
various organisations, and the Government
has benefited from the amount so provided
for the Perth Hospital.

One of the grievances I have always had,
and which I have frequently voiced in this
House and in another place, is that the
metropolitan area is always treated very
much more generously than are country
areas. I know the experience of my own
home town. Years ago we had a hospital
which had outlived its usefulness and it had
become necessary for us to march with the
times. Ulnfortunatelj, the Lotteries Com-
mission was not thea in existence and iii
order to obtain a new hospitl-a hospital
which is now in existence and of which
we are very proud-the Katanning Road
Hoard had to agree to provide half
the cost, the Government providing the
balance. Dr. Hislop refreshed my memory
as to what happened. It was not the pre-
sent Administration that benefited from the
hospital tax. Prior to the inauguration of
that tax the State Government had to pro-
vide a certain sum each year for the general
administration of our public hospitals.
Most of us who voted for the imposition of
the hospital tax did so tinder the impression
that wve were providing additional money
for the construct-ion and general adminis.
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tration of hospitals. It certainly caused us with serious consequences to the charitable
sonme amazement when the then Government
proceeded to benefit from the tax by not
providinig on the Estimates anything for
the administration of hospitals.

1 hope that those members who are op-
posed to the lotteries as a whole will not
be successful in their attempt to have the
second reading of this measure defeated. If
the Lotteries Commission is abolished, gam-
bling will not disappear. All that will hap-
pen will be that the lotteries in the Eastern
States wvill be eariehied. While some people
look on lotteries as an evil, it has to he
recognised that the gambling spirit is pre-
valent in Australia and we would be very
foolish to take the risk of losing the funds
that come to us from this source. I have
not had much personal experience of the
commissioners, but every reasonable request
that has been submitted to those gentlemen
has received favourable consideration. After
all, they are governed by the Act which
definitely lays down the charitable purposes
for which it is desired to raise funds by
lotteries. Dr. Hislop, mentioned that two
hospitals had received a sum of £300 for the
establishment of free wards.

The Honorary Minister: There is no free
ward in the State.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is true enough.
It one has been a patient in a Gv
erment hospital, one is presented with
a bill oil leaving the institution. If he is
not in a position to lpay the full amount,
a collector in his particular district will call
on him week by week to see that hie pay' s
what he can. In fairness, however, I should
say that if it can be proved that a man is
not in as financial a position as lie would like
to be, favourable consideration is given to
a reduction being made in the amount
charged. I support the second reading of
the Bill but I suggest to Dr. Hislop that
when the new Parliament assembles he
might consider asking, at an early stage, for
a Select Committee to inquire into and make
proposals for the better administration of
the funds raised by the Commission. He
might then accomplish his purpose. I have
no complaints against the Commission and
intend to support the Bill.

HON. F. E. GIBSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : It is my intention to support
the second reading of the Bill because fail-
ure to pass the measure would be fraught

institutions and the hospitals of the State.
I think that most members will recall that
the Lotteries Commission wvas created as a
result of Government dissatisfaction with
the conduct of crossword puzzles run by
weekend papers with a view to enabling the
owners to "get rich quick." It was my good
fortune to be associated with the Commis-
sion in its early days and to help lay the
foundations of the wonderful work that has
since been done.
I know that many people have a sincere
objection to this particular method of rais-
ing money for charitable purposes. They
consider it should be the concerti of the
Government; that the money should be
raised by direct taxation. As Australians,
we realise that the people are anxious to
have a gamble, and the Lotteries Comnds-
sion makes provision for that desire.

The success of the lotteries in recent
months has been due to the change of
policy, whereby sweeps are being eon-
(lucted in munch less time than when the
Commission tried to provide a prize of

£6O000. The average person simply wants
to put in his 2s. 6d. and know his luck. If
he misses this week, he subscribes another
2s. Od. next week. As a result of this
policy, a large sum of money has been
raised during the last 12 months. I was
not awvare of the amount until I heard
Dr. Hislop give the figures yesterday. The
Lotteries Commission and the Government
are to be congratulated on the fact that
£100,000 has been paid off the capital
'*xpenditure of the Perth Hospital from the
money raised by the Commission, and so
relieved those in authority from the neces-
sity of raising about £.7200 annually to
provide interest and sinking fund on that
£1,00,000. I am hopeful that the Lotteries
Commission will provide £100,000 in each
of the next ten years. If it does that, it
will then practically have wiped out the
cost of the hospital building. It should not
be called the "Perth Hospital.'' It is a
State hospital. Mr. Thomson said that the
metropolitain area received a greater Pro-
portion of the Commission's funds than
did the country. He should remember that
the greater amount of those funds is sub-
scribed in the metropolitan area. But the
Perth Hospital is not for the sole benefit
of the people residing in the metropolitan
area, but for the people of the State.
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Hon. A. Thomson: The Mount Hospital
is in the sanme position. People come from
many miles distant.

Hon. F. F. GIBSON: I realise that. I
hope that the equipment in the Perth Hos-
pital will meet with the approval of Dr.
Hislop, and of the other members of the
medical profession in this State. I know
lpersonally the gentlemen who compose the
Commission, and their capacity for distri-
butting these funds in a reasonable and
fair manner is as great as that of any
other persons who could be appointed to
the position. It has been my good fortune
to go to them on many occasions to ask
them to assist charitable causes, and they
have always met me in a most courteous
manner. I hope the measure will be car-
ried. It is nearly time that, instead of hav-
ing an annual Bill, we had a permanent
enactment on the statute-book.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) : My remarks
will be brief. I would not be doing the right
thing if I did not say something in favour
of the Lotteries Commission now that it has
been criticised, particularly by Dr. Hislop,
on the last two occasions. He has singled
it out for special attack. It seems to me
that his remarks should, if it is necessary,
he directed against the Health Department
and not against the Lotteries Commission.
T am afraid he is confusing- the two bodies.
If he want., to get results, I advise him to
address himself, if it is necessary, to the
Health Department. After all, what does
this Commission do in the allocatioa of these
funds? It does not say what kind of build-
ing shall be erected. When plaits are drawn
up, the local committees have the say. All
of those men are not fools. Dr. Hislop may
think so, but I do not. They are Pretty wise
in their generation, and know wvhat they
"ant. The method adopted by the Commis-
sion is serving a long--felt ivant for those
in the back country. Perhaps Dr. Hislop
does not know that, but we who live in the
country dlo. We are very pleased with what
has taken place by the introduction of the
Lotteries Commission. Without the Commis-
sion, how would our country hospitals fare
today? Like they dlid previously!

MNenmbeis: Hear, henr!
Non. T. MOORE: All country members

reiterate wvhat T say. U'nfortunately, Dr.
Hislop does not know what we have Lone
through. If he did, he would be move likely

to eulogise the great change that has taken
place instead of criticising the good work
that has been done. Like Mr. Gibson, I have
never gone to the Commission without being
well received. I have gone along on many
occasions in company with- other members,
and with members of other parties, too, be-
cause we in the country hunt in packs in
most cases. We take along with us the mem-
bers who know the conditions out hack and
who are prepared to throw in their weight
in the requests that we make, and which
have never been turned down.

Hon, G. B. Wood: The Commission gave
us more than we asked for on the last occa-
sioni I went.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. I will not idly
listen to criticism which should be levelled,
if any criticism is necessary, against the
Healtht Department. Dr. Hislop singled] out
the lay-out of buildings and mnany other
things which have nothing to do with the
Lotteries Commission, because those matters
are dealt with by boards whether in the
metropolitan area or in country areas.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Lotteries Com-
mission inspects the plans.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, but it does not
disapprove of the plans.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Commission sug-
gests improvements at times.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is all right. Take
the Perth Hospital. It was planned by it
pretty good advisory' board. We should all
lie proud of that hospital. I am proud of
the fact that the Lotteries Comrmission is
standing behind it. For years appeals were
made for the Perth Hospital. Does the bon.
icmnher recall those appeals? Was he here
in those dlays? Those appeals for charity
fell on deaf ears! Today the people are en-
couraged to gamble to this very slight ex-
tent. The sum of 2s. 6d. does not set any-
body on the wvrong track because everyone
knows that a portion of it goes to charity.
fIn addition Australians will always take a
chance, and I hope they will continue to do
.so because, unless they aire prepared to take
a chance, they will not do much good in the
world. Because the Perth Hospital is a
State hospital, much more can be done for
it by the Lotteries Commission than can be
done for the other hospitals. Any naunber
of patients are sent from my district to
Perth. Dr. 1-islop knows that that is so.
Members, generally, know how many of our
country people come to Perth. There are

653



654 [COUNCIL.]

patients in the Perth Hospital from every
portion of the State. They will continue to
come to the big hospital when it is open.
This Commission has done a wonderful work
and I hope it will continue to do so for
many, years.

HON. H. L. BOOE (South-East): I
hope the House will pass this Bill. When
all is said and done, if the benefits derivable
from the Commission tinder the present ar-
rangemnent are not as geeit; for the country
districts as they could he, still the position
k9 infinitely better thun it was. Because of
that I ain sure no country member feels dis-
posed to interfere unduly with the present
position. Some people who are quite
honestly averse to this means of raising
money object to lotteries. They are entitled
t-) their objection. Fortunately, there are
not sufficient of them to defeat the legisla-
tion. Personally, I am not averse to it.
It is, after all, a poor man's chance to ob-
tain a fortune, end he might as well have
that chance.

Hon. G. B. Wood: A fortune!
Hon. H. L. ROCHE: It is to many people,

but not to wealthy people. The Commission
provides money for hospitals in the country
areas which otherwise would be hard to ob-
tain. Even if there is objection to the per-
sonnel of the Commission, or the manner in
which its members are appointed, I cannot
see that any other proposals would give
better results than we get now. I have had
very little to do with the Commission in my
limited experience, but T have found on all
sides-even from people who once were
bitterly opposed to it-the highest approba.
tion expressed for the chairman, and recog-
nition of the work he is doing. I do think
that this Commission has achieved so much
and heen of such vital assistance to people
in country districts, that the House should
continue the measure. If objection is raised
to its being a yearly enactment, it is likelyv
that the Government -would accept an
amendment to make it, if not permanent,
two-yearly or three-yearly legislation.

THE HONORARY MMfSTER: I agree
with other members respecting the view
of people who do not believe in lotteries
or gambling. I listened with astonish-
ment to Dr. Hislop's hostile criticism of
this Bill and of the distribution of the
funds by the Lotteries Commission. His
statement bristles with inaccuracies and

guross exaggeration. The Fremantle fib--
pital was mentioned. I am chairman of that
hospital board. I am also State president
of the Infant Health Association, besides
taking a keen interest in the successful work
of the dental clinic at Fremantle, plus the
vaIn able social s-ervices conducted by the
fl*e Milk Council which distributes milk
to) the school children. I am also interested
in the Silver Chain nursing scheme, which
does so much to assist our indigent people.
For these reasons, I have no hesitation in
saying that, had not the Lotteries Commis-
sion generously and unstintingly supported
these organisations, all of themn would have
been seriously handicapped and in some
cases their valuable work would have beert
stopped altogether.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7..8O p.m.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Commission, by sympathetic support, is en-
couraging the people to organise and raise
money, by public subscription. I am not one
of those who think that the new order is
going to provide large sums of moneyv and
that all one need do is to sit down and wait
for it to come along. I believe that a large
proportion of the people recognise their
duties as citizens and are prepared to take
part iii various organisations to provide
efflicient social services of all kinds. As
Assistant -Minister for Child Welfare, I
know that some denominational orphanage
organisations have been enabled to extend
their activities greatly owing to the sym-
pathetic support received from the Lotteries
Commission. Dr. Flislop mentioned the
medieval hospital at Fremantle, and stated
that £C250,000 would be required to convert
it into a model hospital. He also referred
to the lack of equipment in the various hos-

ials an the urgent necessity for the
replacement of instruments, etc. Here again
is misleading exaggeration. As a matter of
fact the Fremantle hospital is better
equip)ped thrin ever before in its history, and
has the best medical service in operation to-
day. War conditions make diffiultics, of
course. With regard to building", it has the
best men's community ward, and the finest
women's surgical ward in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. 81. Wood: And the best nurses'
quarters in Australia.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.
This is the 11eCallum block which cost, with
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the additions to nurses quarters, a total of
£25,630. Of this stun the Lotteries Commluis-
tion provided £14,306. Since January, 1988,
to date the Lotteries Commission has sub-
scribed to the Fremantle Hospital a total
of £18,870 19s. 8d. This continued valuable
help) is keenly appreciated both by the Fre-
mantle Hospital Board and by the people of
Fremantle. We dto want a new women's
medical ward to replace the old portion of
the hospital, which is very ancient, as men-
tioned by Dr. Hislop, but it represents only
one-sixth of the total hospital-patient ac-
commodation provided, the other buildings
being comparatively new.

Our post-war reconstruction scheme is for
at three-storey modern nospital. wing-
women's community ward, woe' medical
ward, with new administrative office, kitchen
and store room 031 the ground floor. We
have no reason to doubt that the Lotteries
Commission will continue its policy with re-
gard to Fremnantle hospital requirements and
subscribe a substantial amount of this east,
on the understanding, of course, that the
Government and the public of Fremantle.
will contribute their fair p~roportion of the
total c-ost. We are also discussing the erec-
tion of a convalescent hospital onl Govern-
inent land known as Scotsman Hill, adjacent
to the p~reseat hospital-an urgent need for
11we economiceal working of the metropolitan
hospitals. The piroposed site for the con-
valescent hospital is said by Eastern States
hospital and medical experts, and also by
medical and hospital authorities in this
State, to be the finest in ally part of Aus-
tralia. Knowing the keen interest the Lot-
teries Commission takes in the hospitals of
this State, 1 feel sure that this scheme will
lie solidly Siuppiorted by it, always again on
the understanding that the Government and
Ihle public subsceribe their fair share of the
total cost.

tt ist correct to state that the 30 infant
health centres in operation in this State
would have been flinancially paralysed owing,
to war conditions and many of them would
have ceased operations had it not been for
the financial g-rants advanced every year by
the Commission. The same applies to the
Silver Chain nursing scheme. We could not
manage without that scheme, which is carry-
ing out, magnificent work amnongst sick
people in the metropolitan area. The post-
war reconstruction scheme for the Infant
Health Association plans a £25,000 building

for the housing of further clinics. This
cannot be carried out without the assist-
ance of the Commission. Nearly all the
clinic buildings erected to date have been
made possible through generous grants hy
the Commission.

The statement made by Dr. Hislop re.
garding the free wards of the Mount Hos-
pital and St. John of God Hospital is very
misleading. I gm assured that the cost of
the fice service at St. John of God Hospital
last year was over £C5,000, while free hospital
service at the Mount Hospital was nearly
twice as much as tile money granted by the
Commission.

Hion, J. Cornell: What do you mean by
free hospital service?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I was
about to explain that point. As a matter
of fact, literally there are no free wards
either in the lpublic hospitals of Perth and
Fremantle, or at the hospitals mentioned.
What cxists is a free hospital service to all
who have not the means to pay. Obviously
it would he highly improper and very
huiliiiating to advertise indigent patientsi,
either in the public hospitals or at the St.
John of God or the Mount Hospitals, by
placing them in beds in slpecial places set
apart for the purpose. The only ones who
would know would he the doctors attendingo
the patients free of cost1 and the hospital
secretary.

'I strong-ly disagree with the statement
that pr1ofessional advice is lacking in the
Mledical IDepartment and that hospitals have
to depend on lay advice. This is untrue,.
The Under Secretary of the department is;
extremely careful not to express any opinion
which would intrude in any way on the
etiquette of the medical profession. In many
years rof association with the Medical De-
partment, I have always found Mr. Huelin
scrupulously careful in this respect He re-
lies upon the advice given by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, Dr. Atkinson, and
the various doctors who take a deep interest
in hospital matters.

lHon. .1. Cornell: He has one friend, any-
how.

The HONORARY MINISTER: One must
b4I! fatr.

Hon. 37. Cornell: Had I been asked, I
would have said the opposite.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In all
my dealings with the Under Secretary, I
cannot, reall one instance in which he has
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offered advice on matters about which he the tremendous amount of good work that
was not competent to speak. As regards
management, he is in a position to give ad-
vice. It is safe to say that there was no
proposition with regard to hospitals put up
to the Lotteries Commission without its first
being discussed wvith medical men. Every'
country doctor would be, and has been eager
to press for improvements to the hospital in
his particular district. In a progressive dis-
trict the doctor is generally found to be the
driving force in any move to obtain im-
provements for the local hospital. There
can he no dou~bt that in ihe metropolitan
area a large number of doctors have been
anxious and willing to assist in the im-
provement of metropolitan hospitals, and
their services have been gladly accepted.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the doctors
for their honorary services.

As to the suggestion that the members
of the Commission should be replaced by
another board, including a professional
mail, this would be a retrograde step.
The chairman of the Lotteries Commis-
sion and his colleagues have carried
out a difficult task with conspicuous suc-
cess. All are trusted men with high reputa
tions. The members of the Commissonl
have had lengthy' experience, and the dis-
tribution of the funds has been made with
strict impartiality. The chairman has givenA
inspiring leadership by his constant personal
attention to the various problems of the
respective organisations. His personal in-
terest aind advice have been very welcome
and extremely helpful. T1here is no One i1
the State with a greater knowledge of hos-
pital requiremients and the needs of socia%
services than the chairman of the Commis-
sion, Mr. Kenneally.

Apart fromi his official duties, Mr. Ken-
necally has devoted much of his spare time
to attending meetings of various organisa-
tions and [ias given a decided impetus to the
work by his presence and advice. In my
opinion it would be an error of the gravest
magnitude to appoint another board to dis-
tribute the funds. flr. Hislop's criticism of
the large amount of money granted to the
Perth Hospital is unwarranted; because, as
was stated by other members, it wvill pro-
vide State-wide hospital service and conse-
quently the money could not be devoted to
a better object. I hope the Bill will pass
without undue delay, and I make this plea
berause T know from personal knowledge

has been done by the Commission and the
inspiring help it has given to various com-
mittees throughout the State to raise money
by direct giving.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East): Be-
fore addressing myself to this Bill, I would
like to thank the Chief Seeretariy for his
kindly remarks on my return to this Chamn-
ber. I also desire to thank the many memn-
bers of the House who so kindly sent mes-
sages to me during my illness. Above all,
I wish to thank Mr. Moore for having paired
with me, because by his so doing my vote
was recorded and therefore my province was
represented by its, three members. Dealing
with the Bill, I have always supported a
similar measure and have favoured the way
in which the funds of the Lotteries Com-
mission are controlled. In the first place,
Mri- Clydesdnle did excellent work as chair-
man of the Commission and now we have
Mr. Kenneally in that position. He has de-
voted himself to thle affairs of the Commis-
sion. Until the shortage of petrol pro-
hibited the practice, Mr. Kenneally was able
to travel throughout the State and make
insp~ections of various hospitals, with the
result that the institutions benefited greatly.
We in our district have not always obtained
everything for w-hich wen asked, but the
Commissi on has given us everything possible
in reason.

On behalf of the various hospitals in the
S..outh-East Province, I feel I must both
thank and congratulate the Commission on
the help it has afforded them. I regret 1
was not present last night to hear Dkt.
IliSlop's remarks on the Bill. However, I
well remember the last speech he made on a
similar Bill; he then gave members much
valuable information for their consideration.
From the way in which members have com-
mented on his speech, I have no doubt he
gave similar valuable information on this
occasion. It is extremely helpful to have a
member of his standing and ability to keep
the Chamber on anl even keel with respect
to hospital matterst. T shall vote for tht
second reading.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West): It is
not my intention to oppose the second read-
ing; nevertheless, I feel there is room for
amendments to the principal Act. Possibly
an amending Bill will be brought down be-
fore it is necessary again to introduce a
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continuanc measure. I have been a mem-
ber of the Murray District Hospital Com-
mittee for a considerable period and can
say that that hospital has been treated fairly
by the Lotteries Commission. I cannot re-
member an occasion when we were refused
a -reasonable request. At the same time, that
does not mean a great deal, because we have
always had to provide our quota, a difficult
thing to do in sparsely populated districts.
The sum quoted by Dr. Hislop, namely,
£4,400, secms to be a small amount to be dis-
tributed to hospitals by the Lotteries Comn-
missgion over a period of ten months. How-
ever, I am sure the amnount would have been
much larger if local committees could have
financed part of their requirements.

At Pinjarra we need a new hospital. The
existing one was formerly an old private
home. It was converted into a hospital and
from time to time improvements and addi-
tions have been made to it, but these really
amounted to throwing away money. We
have now reached the stage when we bare
not sufficient hospital accommodation; the
asset is rather large to scrap and we are
not in a position to erect a new building.
Not long ago the average number of beds
was two or three; today it is about 14 or 15.
The Mfurraky Hospital is not singular in that
respect; other district hospital committees
hare found it necessary to provide addi-
tional accommodation from time to time.
Some people seem to think that the Perth
Hospital is the only institution in need
of extra beds, but I assure the House
that applies in the majority of hospitals
throughout the State.

Some moans should be found whereby
finance can be provided to build adequate
hospital accommodation where it is needed.
I greatly favour doing the lob once and for
all; by this I mean that hospitals should
not be built piecemeal. I supported the
building of the Perth Hospital, although I
was opposed to the locality. It is dreadful
lo think that that fine building has been
erected in what might be described as a
smoky hollow. However, that is now past
and we must look to the future. There is
ream for alteration in the distributions made
byv the Lotteries Commission. The sum of
£100,000 is a large amount to be raised each
yva r. The hospital with which I am eon-
nected has to deal with a number of road
accident cases. At the present time, owing
to scarcity of petrol. there arc not so many

accidents, but we have had as many as six
or seven cases in a week. No doubt when
cars Come on the road again the number
of patients due to car accidents will increase.
We have had to make use of the verandah
as well as the wards and so have found it
difficult to manage. As I said, I think the
amount of £C4,400 would have been consider-
ably increased if the locAl hospital corn-
mittees could have provided their quota;
in the ease of the hospital I represent, we
would probably require £2,000 which is a
large amount for such a district to find.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central)': I list-
cried with close attention and a good deal
of interest to the many members who have
spoken fo this Bill, and I very much regret
to think that one member, who enjoys
the confidence of, I think, the great majority
of members of this Chambr-Dr. Hislop-
should have been accused undeservedly by
another member, who also deservedly enjoys
the estremi of every other member, of being
guilty of uittering an untruth. It makes me
wish that the Standing Orders could give
the member so accused the right of reply.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member is perfectly entitled to say that an-
other member has said something untrue.
The assump~tion in that case is that the mem-
ber who made the statement did not know it
was untrue. If the statement had been made
that a member had said something that was
untrue, hie knowing it to be untrue, then of
course he would have been called to order
by the President. The hon. member mnay
vroceed.

Hon. E. 1-. H. HALL: I do hope, Mr.
President, that you rio not think for o;-e
mioment that I had any idea you were allow-
in-, r' .mething to hiap[?.n that should no)t
have occurred, because nothing was further
from my mind. My desire is to get at the
truth of the matter. I feel sure Dr. Hislop
did not mean to do what has been attributed
to him by twvo 'Ministers in this House, one
of whom said he was guilty of gross exag-
geration and of making misleading state-
ments, while the Honorary Minister said
that something which Dr. Hislop said was
u ntrue. I express my regret that there
should be this acute difference between such
members. We know the Honorary Minister
has a very kindly nature. We are aware
that f or many years he hats taken a deep
interest in the Fremantle hospital and in
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health clinics. That is why I regret so
much that lie should have made that state-
ment about another member who wve think
is equally conscientious and equally, if not
better, informed. Having said that, I wish
to add that F shall vote for the second rend-
ing of the Bill.

Every country member wvho has spoken to
the measure has expressed his deep gratitude
to the Lotteries Commission. Is it not perti-
nent to ask what would the Lotteries Com-
mission have done with the money had it not
distributed it in the way it has done? MUr.
Tuckey and other members have spoken
their minds. We are entitled to express our
views without being accused of making un-
fair inferences, Those of us who are at
variance with the Commission consider that
far too great a proportiofl of this money is
voted to the Perth Hospital. A rose by any
other name would smell as sweet; we all
know that the Perth Hospital gives treat-
ment to peoile from the country. But who
said it did not 7 I ask what percentage of
cases treated at the Perth Hospital comes
from the country and what percentage from
the metropolitan area. Of course, the Perth
Hospital eaters for country people, but
what would be the p~osition of the capital
of the State were it not for the people in
the country?

Iet us be logical. I have repeatedly said
in this Chamber that capital expenditure
cannot by any stretch of the imagination
be deemed to he charity. It is something for
which the Government is directly respons-
ible. The Government is responsible for the
health of the community, for education and
for aid to the aged and infirm. Those are
matters for which the Government of any
civilised country is directly responsible.
They should not he the responsibility of the
Lotteries Commission. I want to emphasise
the non-party character of this Chamber
that has so often been sneered at. Mr. Wood
said that money had been ranted by the
Lotteries Commission to poor unfortunate
people in the East Province whose roof had
been blown off by a gale.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What is wrong with
that?9

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am glad that
those people dlid get relief, but is it a func-
tion of the Lotteries Commission to give aid
in matters of that kind? The pearlers at
Broome might just as well have called on
the Lotteries Commission for help. Some

of the farmers in my district who suffered
loss from rust should also have been paid
compensation by the Lotteries Commission.
It is about time that the Commission was put
on a proper basis. I am certain that when
the original legislation was introduced, it
was never intended by Parliament that
money should he distributed all over the
State by the Lotteries Commission under the

guaise of charity.
Hon. J. Cornell: A lot of sins are com-

mitted in the name of charity.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I agree with

what Mr. Parker said about the members of
the Lotteries Commission. I do not know
them very well. The chairman, who was
once a Minister of the Crown, has been in
puhlic life for manty years and I think J
have only had a few minutes private con-
versation with him at any time. I have no
doubt that both he and the other Commis-
sioners are very estimable men. Every
member knows that there are scores of people
doing work in an honorary capacity who
would deem it an honour to be associated
with a function operating under the name
of "sweet charity" instead of belon~ging to
a board paid to undertake such work. I
,happen. to be the secretary of a hospital
advisory committee, a much smaller concern
than the Lotteries Commission, but the mem-
bers of that body have rendered many years.
of service in an honorary capacity and have
advised the Government regarding how
money should be spent. Those men are not
nominated by the Government-Mr. Parker
drew sppeial attention to this aspect-but
aire nominated by the local people, the
A.L.P., the doctors, the friendly societies,
and by the Government itself.

Why cannot we have a hoard elected along
those lines to deal with the distribution of
lottery funds? That would be much prefer-
able to the present system under 'which the
Government nominates the whole of the
members of the Lotteries Commission. Un-
fortunately I am not in a position to deal
with the statements made by Ministers and,
of course, the Chief Secretary has the right
of reply. I ami not sufficiently wvell up in
matters concerning hospital administration
to enable me to rep)ly to damaging state-
ments made by some members. For in-
stance hMr. Piesse said the House appreciated
hearing fromn Dr. Hislop what he had to
tell us. Biut what is the good of a man get-

*ding up and making false and untrue state-
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imets-that is, if Dr. Hislop has done so,
which I doubt. Being desirous of informing
myself, seeing that hospital administration
bulk'ed largely in the debate, I sought
official reports about the hospitals of the
-State. I asked the officers of the House for
the Commissioner of Public Health's latest
reports so that I might learn something
about those institutions. Some years ago in
-order to protect the lives of our womenfolk
who were bearing children, the Geraldton
Municipal Council, of which I was a meni-
her, applied to the Government and obtained
tile use of a building that has been known
for many years as "The Residency." A
local committee set to work to establish it
as a maternity hospital. Later Mr. Huelin,
the Under Secretary for Health, visited Ge-
aldton to inspect the institution and inves-
tigate its methods. As a result of that we
were granted by the Government an annual
subsidy of £50 a year.

Ron, A. Thomson: That is what every
tithcr nursing home receives.

Nion. E. H. H. HALL: We are told that
under the new order about which we hear

SOmuch, there will be much decentralisu-
flon. I hope that is so and that we -will
have more of it in the future. We have in
the metropolitan area the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for women, an excellent
well run institution about which I have never
heard anyone say a disparaging word. Of
course, that institution caters mainly for the
womenfolk of the metropolitan area but it
also provides accommodation for country
wonien lucky enough to be able to take ad-
vantage of it. Naturally we would not ex-
pet women from the Murchison or Victoria
districts to travel -right down to Perth to
rf'eeive attention at the King Edward
Memiorial Hospital. However, I want to
give some official information wvhich I have
taken the precaution to obtain. When Dr.
Hislop has been a member of this Chamber
for- a few years he will not risk what hap-
pened here this afternoon. The Govern-
ment takes the sole responsibility for finauc-
ing and carrying on the King Edward
Memorial Hospital. It is a public institu-
tion just in the same way as the Victoria
Hospital at Geraldton is a public institution.

I have been hammering away at this ques-
tion ever since I have been a member of this
H-ouse because of the unfairness of the sys-
tem. Why should the womenfolk of the
Vietoria district have to go to an institution

that is conducted as a result of voluntary
effort while the womenfolk of the metro-
politan area can go to a Government institui-
tion equipped with all the best facilities?
That practice still continues, As Mr. Tuekey
said, let us put an end to it. If Dr. Hislop
is the man I take him for, he will not sit
down and make no effort to prove what he
said. If he cannot prove his statements,
perhaps he will be able to explain them. He
does not require any assistance from me,
The Bill under discussion is si mply a con-
tinuance measure and must go on. I trust
Dr. Hislop will take the means open to him
to secure an inquiry into hospital adminis-
tration, I have contrasted the position be-
tween the King Edward Memorial Hospital-
and the niaterity hospital at Geraldton and
I emphasise the unfairness of it all. I hope
Country Party members and those represent-
ing country 4~istricts -will endeavour 0t
secure a better deal for their constituents
who for years past have been told that if
they want to build a hospital the Govern-
ment will go 50-50 with them.

Hon. A. Thomson; That is right.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I (10 not want the

people in the metropolitan area to be put
in a spot like that. T know that the vecry
fine metropolitan hospital caters for dis-
tressed people from the country areas, and
I have been responsible for a number from
my province receiving that treatment. One
'was an old age pensioner and, in an appre-
diative letter he wrote to me, he said he could
not have received better treatment had be
been the Prince of Wales.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Surely that was not
-it the Ring Edward MANemorial Hospital!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I must apologise
for not explaining that I wvas referring to
the Perth Hospital, not to the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for Women. The differ-
ence between the position in the city and
in the country is too greet. The people out-
back have suffered too long in silence. When
T hear members getting up and expressing
gratitude to the Lotteries Commission for
receiving something that the people should
have a right to, I am forced to enter my
protest. Here is another point. Do mem-
bers realise that it was the Mitchell-Lathain
Government that was responsible, in the face
uf bitter opposition from those now occupy-
ing the Treasury bench, for the passing of
the Hospital Fund Act, which was one of
the finest things ever done in the interest of

659



060 [COUNCIL.]

our hospitals? That imposition of a penny-
halfpenny in the pound built up the fund
to a total of about Z50,000. It was that
action on the port of the Mitchell-Latham
Governmnt that afforded Government hos-
pitals in the country districts and elsewhere
the opportunity to be properly equipped.

Hon. A. Thomson: But still the assist-
sncee is on the 50-50 basis.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I think that sort
of thing was in Dr. Hislop's mind when he
directed attention to the manner in which
the Government is taking advantage of the
Lotteries Commission. In these days it is
not a ease of 50-50 but a sort of trinity-
the local people, the Lotteries Commission
and the Government. For instance, if £3,000
is wanted and the Government is approached
for the assistnce we are advised to approach
the Commission through the agency of our
local members of Parliament. If we get
a £1,000 from tho Lotteries then the Govern-
ment will give another £1,000 if the local
people can raise their proportion.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is perfectly true.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Of course it is

true and everybody knows it is so. The Gov-
ernment has been enabled to side-step its
responsibilities in these matters. Here is
one direct ion ini which Dr. Hislop can fake
some action. He said that the Medical De-
partment was not under the control of a
medical man. In the honorary position I
fiold in connection with the Government hos-
pital at Geraldton I hove frequently come
into contact with the Under Secretary for
flealth, >1r. Iluelin. Remembering the
important duties that officer has to-carry out
and that his department is non-revenue
earning, I must assert that I have always
received a fair deal from him.

l1on. A. Thomson: That is quite right.

l1on. E. H. H. HALL. The members of
my committee are not completely with me
in regard to this mattter, but Air. Huelin
hans ain unpleasant job to do. I know that
many people do not get along with him
very satisfactorily; but I have had sonic
years of experience in dealing with him, and
T always found him to he just and true.

Hfon. A. Thomson:- So have 1.

ion. E. H. H. hIAL: However, let me
&tal with the Public Health Department. I
called for the annual departmental report
this afternoon. I then rang up the Public.
Hfealth Department and asked if the
Commissioner did not submit a report

to Parliament each year on the depart-
mental activities. I was told that such
a report was not presented annually but
every second year. I informed the officers
of the House accordingly, and they made a
diligent search but could not find a recent
report. I again got in touch by telephone
with the departmental officers and they pro-
mnised to look for a report but came back
with the information that none had been
submitted for some time; in fact, the latest
report was for the year 1935-36. The pre-
sent wvar commenced in 1939, so it cannot be
blamed for the lack of departmental reports.
However, the latest report I have contains
quite a lot of useful information but I find
that the only hospital mentioned in it is the
Wooroloo Sanatorium. Naturally I thought
I would Fee something about the Perth Hos-
pital, the King Edward flospital, or even
the Geraldton hospital, but not a word I

I desire to know why Parliament has not
received annually the departmental report
from the Commissioner of Public Health.
The report I have contains interesting state-
ments fromn the schools medical officer, the
medical officer for health centres, informa-
tion regarding meat inspection and the re-
port of the pathologist and bacteriologist.
In fact, it conveys information about almost
everything-except hospitals. There seems
to be something wrong. Anyhow, 11 have
shown where I stand on this matter, and if
members of Parliament are afraid to say
what they mean, it is time the institution
was wiped out of existence. One other point
I wish to refer to is that when the question
of lotteries was brought before Parliament
some years ago, a private firm of auditors-
I do not know why that was so-was doing-
the auditing of the Commission's accounts.
The firm was quite a reputable one, flow-
ever, after spending 20-odd years in the
Public Service, and knowing how easy it is
for some people to go wrong, T maintain
that we cannot have too dlose a cheek on a
business such as this. I advocated that the
Auditor General should audit these accounts,
hut it was not until a defalcation took place
that the Auditor General was called on to
do the audit-another instance of locking
the stable door after the steed had been
stolen. It was said by my namesake here
only a few weeks ago that there was not
much use in private members giving advice.
I support the second reading of the Bill.
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HOWT. W. R. HALL (North-East): I list-
ened attentively to the very impassioned
speeches made by various members on the
Bill. For my part I consider that the Lot-
teries Commission has done a wonderful
job, irrespective of what Dr. Hislop thinks
and also irrespective of whether any mem-
ber votes against the Bill. After all, doc-
tors have lbeen known to make mistakes.
Whether a doctor should he plaeed on the
Lotteries Commission is a matter for this
House to determine. In going through the
Commission's history what mainly strikes me
is that the Commissioners have done a very
good job inasmuch as they have helped the
goldfields districts considerably. The Gold-
fields have not worried about the Lotteries
Commission very much. The local auth-
orities have performed that task in connec-
tion with the Government.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the Chamber of
Mines.

Hon. W. RI. HALL: Yes. 31r. IKenneally,
the chairman of the Lotteries Commission,
arid the other conmmissioners and the staff
have admirably carried out the task they
were appointed to do. Wheni it conies to a
point whether there is a little bit of
gambling associated wi6th the Commission's
operations, my reply is that I do not think
too many members of this Chamber have
not at some time had a ticket in a Chari-
ties sweep. I rose to 'voice my warm appre-
ciation of the good work done by the Lot-
teries Commission. I hope the commissioners
will be permitted to continue their good
work, and therefore I have much pleasure
in supporting the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
It has been quite refreshing to hear so
many eulogistic addresses concerning this
measure since Dr. Hislop spoke on the Bill
recently. I very much appreciate the fact
that Mr. Gibson drew the attention of the
Chamiber to the circumstances uinder which
the Lotteries Commission was first estab-
lished. I think it well to recall for a moment
how the Lotteries Commission came into be-
ing-, because in those days conditions were
very' different from what they aire now.
There were not only the cross-word puzzles
run bv newspapers. There were all sorts of
small lotteries being conducted, in some
cases by irresponsible people;' and it hardly
mattered what day of the week one wvent
down the street, one was pestered by some

person or other to invest in one or other
of the lotteries of this kind. So eventually
somnething had to be done, The Lotteries
Commission was established in 1932, and it
has carried out very good work ever since.
I would point out, too, that the Lotteries
Commission is not set up for the purpose
of providing funds for hospitals only. One
would imagine, hearing Dr. Hislop, that that
was its chief purpose.

lIon. C. F. Baxter: It seemed to be.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Lot-
teries Commission was established in order to
assist charities generally, and the Lotteries
(Control) Act contains a very clear definition
indicating concisely the way in which the
Commission may distribute any funds it may
raise. When I introduced this continuance
Bill I gave the House at least an outline of
the manner in which the money had been
distributed during the preceding ten months.
Thle figures I gave were not confined to hos-
pitails, although those arc the only figureA*
to which Dr, Hislop appears to have given
attention. Certainly he misconstrued them
seriously 'when dealing with the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is what figures are
for!I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To be mis-
construed I There is no necessity on this
occasion to misconstrue the figures. They
speak for themselves. However, I propose
to reply to some of fir. Hislop's. statements,
becauise 1 think it is a thousand pities that
a member of this Chamber should make the
statements which that hon. member made--
statements which he could not possibly
have made had be examined the facts of the
case as it was quite possible for him to do
with the aid of the returns submitted to
this House from time to time. Or he could
have ascertained the facts of the case by
merely asking a question of me. That
course, however, apparently did not suit the
lion, member's book. May I suggest that if
Dr, Hislop is not siatisfied with the Health
Department, or with the administration of
our hospitals, there is a right time and also
at right place for criticism of that kind As
regards the Perth Hospital, it is perfectly
true that the Lotteries Commission hadl
ag-reed to provide interest and sink ing fund
oni the amount of loan moneys used in the
erection of the new building. One of the
conditions under which the Lotteries Conm-
mission agreed to provide interest and sink-
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ing f und is that this shall not be at the ex-
pense of any other hospital.

Hon. V. Hamersley:How can that be? It
mnust be done at the expense of some other
charity, then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member will wait for a moment he will
realise that what I say is perfectly correct.
First of all let me tell the House that there
has not been one request from any country
hospital during the last ten months that hat
not been satisfactorily dealt with by the
Lotteries Commission. Not one request has
been turned down. Bitt of course, it is per-
fectly well known to everybody that during
the present period it is not possible to pro-
vide many new buildings. In the first place,
we have not the manpower, and, in the
second place, we cannot get the materials.
Consequently some requests put forward
have not been met, but the Lotteries Com-
mission has accepted commitments with re-
gard to them. And the Lotteries Commis-
sion has gone further. It has created a
fund in order that it will have money at a
later stage when it wilt be possible to pro-
vide more of those additions and more of
the equipment doubtless required at the pre-
sent time, and likely to be required evey3
more urgently and to a greater extent at a
later period. It is perfectly true that the
Lotteries Commission has undertaken to
meet interest and sinking fund payments in
connection with the Perth Hospital.

lon. C. F. Baxter: Then what will happen
if the Bill is rejectedI Where will the money
come from then?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If the Bill
is rejected and the Lotteries Commission
goes out of existence, then the promise is
automatically done away with.

Hon. C. F. Baster: This House could not
provide the interest and sinking fund.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And for
that reason it will not turn the Bill down.
The Lotteries Commission has provided the
interest and sinking fund up to date, and
in fact has provided more money than is
really necessary at present. The Commis-
sion has a very good reason for placing
that additional money in the trust account
which is kept at the Treasury for this
purpose. If the Lotteries Commission had
had more nmoney than it could reasonably
expend during this period on account of
war conditions, is it not only right that
the Commission should do the best it pos-

Sibly could with the money at its dis-
posal I

Hon. V. Hamersley: Put the money into
war bonds!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I -%ill state
what has been done with the money. As a
matter of fact, on all loan moneys used
in connection with the Perth Hospital there
is an interest charge of 4 per cent.; but on
any money which the Lotteries Commission
can invest in the trust account, it draws.
only 2 per cent. Consequently, having that
anmount of money available, it decided to
pay off £100,000 of the loan money that
had already been advanced from elsewhere.
By so doing, the difference between 4 per
cent. interest charged on the loan money
and the 2 per cent. drawn by the Lotteries
Commission is saved.

Hon. L. Craig: The Lotteries Commis-
sion gets 4 per cent. on thatI

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Lotteries
Commission gets 2 per cent. There is
4 per cent. on the loan moneys used in the
erection of the hospital. As a result of
doing that, the Commission has saved
£2,000 a year, which is a considerable sum
of money.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Have they loaned
that £100,0009I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, paid it
off.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: They have given
the £:100,000?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The cost of
the hospital has been reduced hy £C100,000.

Hlon. L. Craig: The Treasury has been
saved £2,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There has
been a permanent saving so far as the
Lotteries Commission is concerned of
£2,000 a year.

Hon. L. Craig: The Treasury has been
saved £2,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, the Lot-
teries Commission, because the Commis-
sion has undertaken the payment of in-
terest and sinking fund on the money re-
quired to build the new hospital.

Hon. L,. Craig: These are payments in
advance, surely?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will give
some figures shortly -which will enable the
hon. member to understand the present
position. 'The Lotteries Commission has
performed a very good service indeed
Quite apart from the question of hospitals,
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there is the question of mioney provided
for various other organisations throughout
the State. There are orphanages which
have to be catered for, and which receive
2gevera1 thousand pounds each year. In-
cluded amongst the organisations. to which
I have referred are such bodies as the Re-
turned Soldiers' League, which has a statu-
tory right. The R.S.L. receives £2,000 every
year. The School for the Blind receives
£C2,450, the Silver Chain Nursing Associa-
tion. £1,710, the St, John Ambulance Asso-
ciation, £1,800; the Hospital Social Ser-
vice, £1,712; Christmas Cheer to Hospitals,
£1,026; the Infant Hcalth Correspondence
Nursing Scheme, £100O; and the Alexandra
Home, £102. There is a long list of organi-
sations which are assisted to the tune of
£14,909.

Hon. Hf. S. W. Parker- That is for 12
months.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, 10
months. Then, of course, there is the £4,000
for hospitals to which Dr. Hislop referred
as being a very small suim, and which is
spread over about 30 hospitals and includeq
the amount of £500 to the Mount Hospital
and St. John of God Hospital. The Honor-
atry Ministcr has dealt with that matter. I
do not want to deal 'with it at any length
except to say that I confirm what he said of
the circumstances under which donations
were made to the two hospitals I have men-
tioned. The Lotteries Commission has docu.
mentary evidence upon which it acted. I
ani not in n position to doubt the word of
members of the Commission, and I hope Dr.
Hislop would not do so. The Commission
has been provided with documentary evi-
dence from both hospitals with regard not
only to the number of patients but also to
the cost incurred by the hospitals.

It is a fact that one could go into those
institutions and would not know which
patients were indigent and receiving the
benefit of free treatment from the hospital
and from medical men. I believe it is true
that in cases of that kind medical men give
their services free. However, I do not know
that I need delay very long on the question
of the £300 given to those two hospitals. I
do not want to go through all these figures
that have been supplied to me in regard to
the various institutions and charities which
receive grants from the Commission, but I
-would like to clear up the position concern-
ing the new Perth Hospital. I am doing

this because Dr. flislop quoted a lot of
figures when he was sp~eaking and used them
in his own way. He ref erred to £72,000
being provided each year for the Perth Hos-
pital and to money being paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue. That has never yet occurred
so far as the Lotteries Commission is con-
cerned and never will. Any moneys which
the Lotteries Commission has to deal with
in that way will be paid iato the usual trust
account which is audited by the Auditor
Gene-ral.

There is no question of outside auditors
in this ease. That audit is a running- audit.
There is always at representative of the
Auditor General in the office of the Lotteries
Commission so there can he no question as
to the bona Oides of the Commission in these
days. A question was asked by Mr. Miles
as to how much money has already
been spent in connection with the Perth
Hospital. The amount provided from loan
funds to the 3sat July of this year is
£853,290 11s. Id4. There has been the repay-
ment of £100,000 by the Lotteries Commis-
sion, to which I have referred, leaving a
balance of £253,290 11s. Id. With regard
to sinking ftuad, the amount is £C8,503 Is. 6d.,
and accrued interest is £43 3s., a total of
£8,)933 59. The net balance after deducting
sinking fuind is £C4,357 6s., and the interest
during one month amounts to £811s. 11d.
Those figures will alter from time to time
as more money is provided for the com-
pletion of the Perth Hospital. Now to deal
with the amount of money that has been
found by the Lotteries Commission in this
connection. The total amount paid into the
trust fund to which I have referred is
£158,000.

That trust fund has earned a total of
£3,518 109. 7d. in interest, making a total
of £161,518 10s. 7d. The position today is
that interest on loan moneys amounts to
£E33,472 16s. 4d,, the interest accruing is
£110 11s, ld., and sinking fund is
£8,503 ]-s. 63d., all of which has been paid out
of the £1I58,000. Then there is the payment
of £100,000 I have referred to, which leaves
a balance of £18,732 Os: 10d. still available.

Hon. J. A. Diinmitt: That £100,000 is a
contribution to the capital account.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:. Yes.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: That is in excess

of the arrangement.
Hon. L. Craig: That is outside the com-

mitment,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not neres- Hon. E. H. H. Hall: They have gained
sarily, though it may be outside the commit-
ment I spoke of in regard to the sinking
fund. The Commission has done a jolly
good thing for itself and the hospital.

Hon. L. Craig: That money is not avail-
able for other purposes later on.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is cer-
tainly absorbed. A balance of £18,732 Os.
10d. is left. One of the conditions is that
money has to be available if required for
other purposes. There is the position con-
eisely and correctly set out, and I think it
should answer questions that have been put
forward by one or two members concerning
the Perth Hospital.

lion. C. F. Baxter: You were quite wrong
in what you said previously. You made a
strong speech in opposition to the Bill when
it was introduced in this House.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Did I?
Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yes.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, it is

a long while ago.
Hron. A. Thomson: He has seen the light.

We can all change our views.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shall now

deal with the criticism that was offered to
the effect that not one single member of
the Commission is competent to decide upon
the distribution of these funds.

Hon. L. Craig: Do not take any notice
of that!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unfortun-
iitely, I do take notice of what members say.
Notwithstanding what has been said about
the members of the Lotteries Commission-
and 1 admit there have been eulogistic
compliments paid to them-I assert that
there is not a body of men in this State
more capable of dealing with matters of
this kind. That arises from the fact that
they have had many years of experience.
There is not a body of men with a better or
more intimate knowledge of the charitable
organisations of Western Australia or a body
of men with a better knowledge of the cir-
cumstances of the various hospitals of this
State. As I have said, that is due to the
fact that the members of the Commission
have had many years of experience and have
taken a personal interest in these things. If
another Commission were ap~pointed it would
take years for the members to reach the
stage that these gentlemen have attained in
regard to matters of this kind.

their experience since they have been in
their present positions.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not all of
them. One or two of the members of the
Commission were associated with charities
long before the Commission came into exist-
ence. It seems rather remarkable to me
that in recent years there have been very
few complaints in regard to the method
adopted by the Commission or the alloca-
tions it has made from time to time. As
a matter of fact, I think I would be safe
in saying that the only complaints we hear
aire those made in this Chamber by two or
three members. Sir Hal Colebatch opposes
the Bill and he is quite consistent in his
attitude. He opposes the measure on prin-
ciple, not because the Commission is doing
something he does not care about, but be-
cause he does not believe in lotteries or in
any other form of gambling. One can
respect hig opinion, but unfortunately he,
loe, is given sometimes to making statements
that tire not strictly correct. Sir Hal said
that the money that goes to charities is
about 13/d. out of each 2s. 6d. If ever there
was ant exaggerated statement, that is one!
In order to put the matter clearly, I advise
the House that prize money absorbs 52 per
cent., commission 10 per cent., working ex-
penses 4 per cent., and charities get approxi-
mately 34 per cent.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: You are includ-
ing the Perth Hospital as a charity.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of courseI
am. The Lotteries (Control) Act is my
authority for it. It is deliberately inserted
in the Act.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: There is nothing
in the Act to snggest it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member had better read the Act again. I
want to disabuse the mind of anyone who is
under the impression that charities bene-
fited to the extent suggested by Sir Hal.
We can show tha~t 10d. out of every
2s. 6hi. has been allocated by the Commission
to the various charities of the State. If I
attempted to reply to all the statements
made, I would be speaking for a long while.
I have answered some of the more im-
portant complaints. I have given the House
the actual position in regard to the funds
heing provided for the Perth Hospital, and
I have indicated, too, that in every ease
where an approach has been made to the
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Lotteries Commiqsion in connection with the
hospitals of this State it has been received
with consideration. That being so and in
view of tile present circumstances, I cannot
see that anyone has any ground for com-
plaint except that put forward by Sir Hal
where the objection was raised on principle.

In regard to the other function of the
Lotteries Commission, that is the raising
and distribution of money, we have much to
be thankful for in that the Commission has
been so efficient in the way it has carried
out its business. There can be no question
about the integrity of the Lotteries Commis-
sion, or about its fairness when it comes to
a question of distributing the available
money. I would like to see the Lotteries
Commission become a permanent institution.
I do not think it is right that a commission
of this kind, handling the amount of money
that it does, should have to depend froia
year to year oii the continuance of this Act.
It should be established for a period of
years, or become a Jpermanfent institution.
Unfortunately at the lpresent time we cannot
deal with that phase of the subject. I do
hope, notwithstanding the strong criticism
offered by one or two members, that this
House will again agree that the Lotteries
Commission should be allowe~d to function
for a farther 12 months.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-CObEPAXIS.

ru Comm ittee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Cornetl in the Chair; the Chicef Secretary in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title and commencement.
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Clause 1 to which Sir Hal Colebatch had
moved an amendment to add to Suhelause
(1) the words: "but not until six month.,
after the cessation of hostilities in the pre-
sent war."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As I mndi-
ea~ted at the last sitting of the 'Committee, it
has never been the intention of the Govern-
ment to proclaim this Bill. nutil such time&
as; the commercial community has bad aim

opportunity to understand its contents. It
is certainly not our intention to proclaimi
the Bill during the war. I have no objec-
tion to the amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is some objection
to it. It may be necessary for the Govern-
inent to allowv some parts of the Bill to come
into operation. The amendment will pre-
chide the Government from allowing any
part of it to be put into operation. One
recommendation of the Select Committee has
already been put into effect, namely, thai.
dealing with the stamp duty on the transfer
of shares.

lion, H. S. W. PARKER: It is essential
that this Bill be not proclaimed until six
months after hostilities have ceased.

Hon. L. Craig: Or any part of it?
Hon. H. S. WV. PARKER: Yes, for the

reason that it contains many provisions
which entail a tremendous amount of
office work being done by the auditors, the
Companies Office, legal offices and the com-
pany officials themselves. That wvill require
miuch labour that is not now available. It
'nay he said that this Bill is virtually in
force in the other States, bat it was put
into force in those States when the nees-
sary labour was available. It will he almost
impossible to carry out the provisions of
the Bill within six months of the termina-
tion of hostilities.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I support the
amendment. Firma working on defence
contracts have piles of forms to sign and
arc governed by numerous regulations which
entail a lot of work- The commercial people
impose voluntary rationing so as to give
their customers a reasonable chance. To-
day it is difficult to carry on any sort of
business. We khould not ask the people
to do something that is not possible. With
the numerous regulations and high taxation
imposed, business firms will be looking, not
for an increase in business, but rather a
dc rease.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Mr. Baxter's re-
marks would have been fitting if it were
proposed to proclaim the Bill immediately.
When it was introduced in another place,
and when it was being dealt with by a
Select Committee, we were given a definite
assurance that the legislation was not to be
proclaimed immediately, and Subclause (2)
deals with that aspect. We can rely upon
the assurance of the Government, wvhich is
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inserted in the Bill, that it will not be pro- Clause 3-Interpretation:
claimed immediately. But in the Bill there
are provisions to give effect to which might
be found necessary before the war is over.

Hon. L. Craig: Those relating to the flo-
tation of private companies for instance.

Hon. A. THOMSON: One of the main
reasons for the introduction of the Hill was
to deal with investing companies.

Ron. C. V". Baxter: How can you form
an investing company today?

H-on. A. THOMSON: Companies such as
itchfield's could start as before.

Hon. J. A. flimmitt: You cannot start
a company today without the permission of
Canberra.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Then why hesitate
to pass the clausel If members wish to
kill the Bill, it would have been fairer to
move that it be read a second time this
dlay six months. The measure has been con-
sidered by a Joint Select Committee and
we should be able to trust the Government,
especially in view of what is set out in
Subelnuse (2).

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The
amendment is not intended as an attack on
the Bill, hut the commercial community is
ent itled to some assurance that the measure
will not be brought into operation until six
months after the war. It is all very well
to say that the Bill has been considered by
a1 Joint Select Committee, but there are two
pages of amendments on the notice paper.
We have a company law which has served
this State for many years, and it can very
wvell carryv us on until six months after
the war.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am not a
party to the suggestion that the Government
would not act properly in the matter, but
it is only fair to prov~ide for the measure
l) Conlic into Operation six months after the
war. I want to avoid the risk of pressure
being brought to bear on the Goverament,
and if definite provision is made everyone
will understand the position. Under the
National Security Regulations a company
cannot be formed at present.

Hon. L. Craig: Not without permission.

Hon. HI. S. W. PARKER: It is impos-
sible to get permission.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
nas amended, agreed to.

Clause 2--agreed to.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That the definition of ''attorney'' be struck
out.

I do not like the definition; it is too wide.
Is there any need for it I have not been
able to find any reference in the Bill to
attorney except in relation to a foreign corn-
pany. The definition does not appear in the
New South Wales Act, though I do not
know whether it is in the statutes of other
States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand the term is applied to a person ap-
pointed with written power of attorney as
distinct from an agent who may be appointed
in the ordinary way. The Solicitor General
has advised--

The term ''attorney'' has a special legal
connotation and is generally used in relation
to a person who is appointed by a principal
by means of a written power of attorney under
seal as distinct from an agent appointed by
ordinary writing or verbally. Consequently the
term being used in its ordinary sense has a
narrow interpretation. The definition is in-
tended to give the term the widest possible
interpretation necessary to cover all persons
employed by or acting for a company in a
fiduciary capacity and in that way to avoid the
necessity of enumerating all the various classes
of persons who may be in such a fiduciary
capacity in the various provisions of the Bill
which apply to such various classes of persons.
Thus, if the definition is deleted as proposed, in
all the very numerous provisions of the Bill
in which the term ''attorney'' now appears,
that term will have to be deleted and a state-
mient of all the various classes of persons now
mentioned in the definition will have to be sub-
stituted. Otherwise the term ''attorney'" now
in those provisions of the Bill will apply only
in its very narrow sense and so will exclude
from such provisions all the classes of persons
in a fiduchiry capacity whom such provisions
are intended to cover and must cover if the
provision~s arc to have an effective operation.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: In which
clause is the word "attorney" nsed?

The Chief Secretary: In quite a number
of the clauses.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: So far as I
can see, a foreign company is the only one
that will require an attorney. It might be
.advisable to postpone the discussion in order
that further information might be obtained.

Hon. G. W. MILES: What wvould be the
position when the director of a local com-
pany appoints somebody with power of
attorneyI
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Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: That is a private
matter and has nothing to do with the Com-
panies Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
is to include certain persons who arc acting
in a particular capacity. The definition
cannot do any harm.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I cannot see any objec-
tion to the definition, which covers anybody
who acts for a company with authority. Mr.
Parker has not shown that the definition
will do any harm.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: A power of
attorney is a document. The Swan Brewery
is a foreign company, and a carter who de-
livers a case of beer at a house is the agent
for the time being of the brewery and there-
fore the attorney. We should adjourn con-
sideration of this definition. I can see no
occasion for it. It is not in the New South
Wales9 Act and I have not yet had time to
read all the other relevant Acts. The wvord
"9attorney" does not appear in this measure
except in the phrase "'power of attorney."

The Chief Secretary: I do not think the
bon. member is quite correct in saying that.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: May I sug-
gest we adjourn this definition?9

The Chief Secretary: The hon. member
mary recommit the Bill at some later stage.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That the definition of "'Mining purposes"
3o struck out.
I cannot see any object in this definition.
Would I be exaggerating if I said that if a
person dug a bole and removed the earth
for the purpose of a building, he would be
disturbing the earth and thus his action
would constitute mining purposes? I put
an extreme case.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The defini-
tion is inserted because the term is used in
Clause 12.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Surely we know
what a company formed for mining pur-
poses is.

Tile CHIEF SECRETARY: I wonder!

Hon. L. CRAIG: Evidence was given be-
fore the Joint Select Committee on this
clause. The first witness called said that the

definition of "Mining purposes" was wide
enough to cover quarrying.

The Chief Secretary: The definition ex-
cludes quarrying.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 28-agreed to.
Clause 24-Registration:-
The CHIEF SECRETARY: There are

two amendments to this clause. As I in-
formed the Committee yesterday, several
amendments on the notice paper are fairly
lengthy; they have really been suggested by
the Registrar of Companies and are
designed to assist him in the administra-
tion of the Act should the Bill become
law. One of the amendments is also re-
commended by the Registrar General of
Victoria,

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Would the Chief
Secretary postpone consideration of these
amendments so that the Committee may have
an opportunity of studying them?9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I really
have not had timie to study them myself and
I am extremely anxious that they should
receive proper consideration by the Corn-

On motion by the Chief Secretary, further
consideration of the clause postponed.

Clauses 25 to 27-agreed to.

Clause 28--Name of company:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Here again
I have a very lengthy amendment to move,
and in order that members shall have an
opportunity to peruse it, I move--

That the consideration of the clause he post-
ponled.

Motion put and passed;- clause postponed.
Clauses 29 to 36 -agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.35 p.m.
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